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A LIVING RELIGION WITH EXALTED TEACHINGS

Translated by ; Dr, Mir Mahmud Daavati

Our purpose in this article is not to
give a tull and detailed presentation of
Shi‘ism and the condition of Shi'ites
throughout the world, for this subject
can only be treated justly through
several books and studies. Rather, our
purpose s a short and condensed
presentation, which is at the same time
clear and explanatory, of Shi'ism and its
followers for those not acquainted with
the principles of our thought or those
who have encountered deficient and
malicious presentations,

Since this article is being published
by a major centre of Shi‘ite learning it
can provide the answer to many
questions and problems that have arisen
in this domain.
1-Shi'ism in the contemporary world,
2—Cehtres of Shi‘ite learning.
3-The origin of Shiism, r
4-The Shi‘ites and othet Muslims.

- 5-Shi‘ite behefs.

6-Disunctions of Shi'ism,
7-Sources of Shi‘ite religious instruction,

8-Social and ethical duties. et

I-Shi’ism in the Contemporary World

Today, according to the latest
statistics there are more than one
hundred and thirty million Shi‘ites in
ditferent parts of the world. They are
concentrated mostly in Iran, lrag, Pakistan,
India, Indonesia, Syria, Jordan, Yemen,
Lebanon, Saudi Arabiz, Afghanistan,
Kuwait, Turkey, Caucasia, Egypt and

other Muslim countries of North™ and
Central Alrica.

From the quantitative point of view
Shi'ism comprises about one fourth of
the total Islamic community throughout
the world, From the point of view of
intellectual and scholarly activity a not-
able portion of the intellectual treasures
of the Islamic world has been created
by Shi‘ite scholars,

Yet, unfortunately, still there are
many people everywhere who are not
acquainted with the principles of Shi'ite
thoughts. Even our Sunni brothers who
comprise three fourth of the Islamic
community and in many countties live
along side us are not completely informed
of our method of thought and beliefs.

For those who live 'n the East this
situation should not cause much surprise
for "agents of colonialism® who see the
preservation of their interests in causing
internal conflicts in this region, have
explored every avenue possible to cause
hatred- and division between these two
groups of Muslims, In order to achieve
this end they have evea inverted the
truth itself,

As a consequence of this pessimism
there have been occasional fights between
the two groups of Muslims, fights which
have incurred nothing but loss upon the
Islamic community,

 Yet, for those who had fixed their
covetons eye on the extensive and vital
resources of this vast region, such disputes
were considered as a great victory,
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Fortunately as a result of the
awakening of the East and the spread
of means of communication as well* as
the disappearance of unworthy prejudices
this situation has changed completely
today,

This change is indicated by the
fact that about 20 years ago on behalf
of the professors and directors of Al-
Azhar University in Cairo, one of the
leading centres of learning of the Sunni
world, there was established 2 centre
called *the centre for rapprochement
between Islamic schools * with the
collaboration of Shivite scholars,

The aim of this centre as certified
by its name is to bring about familiarity
and proximity between the Muslims of
the world,

{ts members are comprised of well
known Shi‘ite and Sunni scholars and
by chance the general secretary is an

Fli‘arjis 1 Shi‘ite.

This centre publishes a rlearned
journal called Risalat al-lslam in
which scholars of both schools write
articles based on sound proofs in order
to illuminate the minds of the general
Muslim public throughout the world,

The late rector of ,,-Al"—Azhar
University and the Grand Muft of the
Sunnis, Shaikh Mahmud Shaltut, for the
tirst time declared openly the official
recognition of the religious teachings of
the Shi'ite school,

He permitted all Sunnis to perform
their religious duties according to
Shi'ite beliefs if they wish to do so.

(OF course the background of this-
declaration had been prepared before
by other scholars such as Shaikh, Abd
al-Majid Salim,). This declaration had &
very good effect on the general Mustim
public opinion and was very effective
in creating mutual understanding between
the two groups,

Only a few fanatically minded
people were disturbed by it,

2, Centres of Shi'ite Learning

Shi‘ism possesses several universities
in different parts of the world where
Islamic sciences can be studied. The
most important among them are the
centres of Najaf, Qum and Meshed.
Most of the outstanding leaders of
Shi'ism come from these three centres
and all of them are professors who
teach in these universities. In these and
other centres of learning there are
numerous scholars, writers, propagators
of the faith and preachers,

A relatively large number of students
are studying in Qum, Meshed and Najal.
These students after terminating their
studies are sent to different regions as
directors of religious affairs or religious
preachers. If  necessary they are
called upon to become teachers and
lecturers in the centres of learning.

An important segment of (he
scholarly and intellectual treasures of
Islam has been written by Shi'ite scholars,

Also according to reliable and
trustworthy documents at hand all or
most of the Islamic sciences have been



Presented by Ziaraat.Com

—— 3

founded by Shi'ite scholars, that is, they
have been the first to create and establish
those sciences, Shi‘ite preachers are
trained in such a way that contrary to
other speakers they can deliver from
memory and without any notes instructive,

scientific and social lectures as well as
warm and  pleasing  sermons, each
exceeding one to two hours,

The late great leader and guide of
the world of Shi‘ism Ayatallah Burujirdi,

showed much interest in making Shi'ism
known to the whole world.

He was certain that if the belicis
of Shilite Muslims were to be made
kaown to the world in a correct way
they would be rapidly accepted and
people wobld find in them a shelter
within  which they could find solutions
for the social and moral difficylties
taciog, th¢ modera world. Islam can
provide an answer for the needs ofgle
bumanity of our age, For this reason he
endeavoured to send propagators of

Shiism to Europe and America, and
sent competent preachers of the faith
to these regions.

Unfortunately the possibilities dig
not permit any more than this. In West
Germany, in Hamburg {on the bank of

the beautiful Alster lake) plans were
made tor a majestic mosque called
‘the Mosque of Iranians”.

This mosque which was the first
Shi'ite religious building in the Western
world has been constructed on a four
thousand square meter area and with
heavy expenses. A large number of
Muslims ~ Shi'ue and Sunni alike per-

form their religious rites in this mosque,

Tourists visiting Hamburg come to
see this beautiful and interesting mosque
in which are combined Oriental and
Occidental schools of art and architecture
and where the Oriental and lslamic
aspects is very obvious.

In Shi‘ite universities especially
those of Najaf, Qum, Meshed and
Tehran there are large libraries most
of whose books consist of works of
Islamic scholars, It is also of interest to
note that the great Al-Azhay Lniversity
ot Cairo and the Islamic Qarawiyin
University in Moroceo which.are: among
the oldest universities in the world were
founded by Shi'ites, the first by the
Fatimid Caliphs and the second: by ‘the
Idrisid Sultans.

3. The origin of Shi’ism

Oceasionally certain peopie, because
ot mis-information or ill-intention, make
it appear as if Shi'ism iy something
other than the religion promulgated by
Muhammad upon whom be blessings
and peace-, the great leader of ihe
Islamic world, and that Shi‘ism came
into being in later centuries.

The truth is that Shi‘ism is nothing
but Islam and Shiites consider as
unworthy and without authority anything
that has the least conflict with the
religion of the Prophet of Islam upon
whom be blessings and peace-and the

Quran,

Altogether it must be remembered
that the Shi‘ism is not a special religion
vis-a-vis Islam about whose otigin
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one could debate, Shi'ism from its own
point of view is none other than the
sacred religion of Islam itself as founded
by the Holy Ptophet, Muhammad ibn
‘Abdullah, (upon whom be peace). Only
Shi'sm believes that the best means
to know Islam and the teachings of the
Prophet is through his family who were
the closest to him and were brought
up in the atmosphere of revelation,
Therefore the date of origin of Shi'ism
is same as Isfam itself.

The Quran, according to Shi‘ism,
is the most important untouched source
of Islam which has reached us without
any change from the Prophet. For this
reason the Quran is made the ecriterion
and means of judgment of the authenticity
of falsehood of sayings which have
teached us from the great leaders of
religions, the means to judge between
authentic sayings and those that are
forged. Any saying that has been handed
down, it it accords with the Quran is
acceptable and if not is rejected,

Taking these truths into view, there
is no need to remind people that Shiism
begins with the first instance whed the
revelation descended upon the” Prophet
of Islam.

4. The Shi'ites and other Muslims

What distinguishes the Shi‘ites
trom other Muslms ? The answer to
this question is clear. The first point that
distinguishes the Shi‘ites from Sunnis is
the question of succession to the Pro.
pbgl_:. Shi'ism believes that the position

of succession and vice-gerency (Caliphate)
of the Prophet is a sacred and respon-
sible function which like that of
prophethood itself must be designated
by God. A person who occupies this
position is called the Imam, The flist
Imam who was chosen by God through
the prophet was “Ali { upon whom be
peace). Alter him eleven other members
of the family of the Prophet were
chosen for his position.

' The first of them is “Aliibn Abj
Talib—(upon whom be peace)." ‘Ali was
the cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet
and according to the confession of the
scholars of Islam the most learned, seif-
sacrificing  and  courageous of the
companions of the Prophet. He was the
first man to accept the faith and never
separated from the Prophet throughout
his life,

During the last year of his life the
Prophet, while returning from pilgrimage
to Medina in a place called Ghadir-e-
Kbhum, officially designated ‘Ali as his
successor before a large gathering of
Muslims,

Before this event he also had
referred several umes to this matter.
Furthermore, the intellectual, spiritual
and religious distinctions of ‘Ali were
such that there was no one more
worthy of becoming the successor of
the Prophet than he. However, after
the death of the Prophet political and
trible competition prevented him from
becoming officially the caliph and leader
of Muslims.
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At the same time many of the
outstanding  personalities among the
well-known companions and aides of the
Trophet remained Ffaithfel to him and
were proud to follow him, But in order
not to create any dissension or breach
in the ranks of Muslims, they did not
oppose openly the Caliph of the time,

But after 25 years of the caliphate
the Muslims turned to Ali again and
selected him as their leader.

Without doubt the period of rule
and Caliphate of ‘Ali which was
unfortunately short, having lasted about
five years, and which terminated with
his martyrdom, was the most perfect
and exalted example of just and truth.
ful government and fight against all unjust
inequalities. This is a matter which no

- historian can deny, Today his meaningful

and' wise sayings have survived and
make known “his school, The Shi‘ites
of the world boast in having such a
leader. Even the word Shiah which
etymologically means *partisan® or
*follower* has come into being through
the tact that the members of this group
are the partisans of such a leader,

Shi'ites balieve that after ‘Ali,
eleven of his descandents became
consecutively the successors and
vice~gerents of the Prophet and with
‘Ali himself comprise the * Twelve
Imams ', Their names are as folfows:

I—*Ali ibn abi Talib. 2-Hasan ibn
‘Ali. 3-Husain iba ‘Ali. 4~'Ali ibn al-
Husain, S-Muhammad ibn "Ali. 6-Ja'far

ibn Muhammad. 7-Musa ibn Ja‘'lar. -
8—'Ali ibn Musa. 9-Muhammad iba *Ali.
10—Ali ibn Muhammad. II-Hasan ibn
*Ali, 12-Muhammad ibn Hasan (al Mahdi)

From these excellent leaders we
have today available abundant traces of
Islamic sciences.

Shi‘ism believes that the earth can
never be without the special representative
of God (the prophet and their vice—
gerents.) They have been otdered to
guide, lead and train the people of the
wotld and continue to do so. Shi'ism
believes that the Twelfth Imam is right
now alive and endowed with a long life.

This matter is neither beyond the
power of God, which all religious
people believe in nor against the
principles of modern biology.

Shi‘ites, like all Muslims, believe
that finally a day will come when
mankind will reach an impasse because
of injustice, struggles, wars and blood.
sheds. Then with a sacred spiritual
revolution guided by one of the
descendents of the Prophet the face of
the world will change completely.
Peace, justice and faith in God will
dominate everywhere and all peoples
and nations will live in a lasting peace
and tranquility. Only, Shi'ism believes
that the leader of this revolution will
be none other than the Twelfth Imam.

5. Shi’ite beliefs.

Shi'ism believes that Islam is not
only a series of commands or ceremonial
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* reguiations which man performs at
particular hours or days of the week.
Rather, it believes religion is comptised
of a series of exalted instructions and

- beliefs and a group of lifegiving regula-

© tions and laws which are intertwined

with man’s individual and social life.

The aim of religion is to provide
guidance for ‘man in all aspects of life,

The basis of Shiite beliefs like
those of other Muslims, is threefold :

1. Divine Lnity— Shi‘ism believes
God to be one without any associate
on progeny, ' Shi‘ism is violently opposed
to-every form of polytheism, and devia-
tion from Unity of God and also to
taking- all kinds of human beings as lords

besides God and addressing prayers to
them. .

Shi‘ism believes that God is the
,‘qféatpr of -the whole Universe, and
therefore holds that throughout -the
- Universe nothing is created but for a
- benefit and a purpose,

: Sﬁi'ism believes that God is neither
body nor matter. Rather, He is above
all that is material and therefore has

- no specific place or location. He is

- omnipresent and omniscient. He is closer
to us than ourselves. He sees everything
~and hears every sound but His vision
and hearing are not as in our case with
" eyes and ears.

The near and remote past and

- future are alike for Him and all things
inditferently known, and evident in

< His knowledge, He has even knowledge

Ry

of thoughts that .pass through our miinds,
He is one in every way and does not
consist of parts, Even His Qualities,
such as His power and knowledge, are
identical with His Pure Essence. His
Being has no beginning nor end. It is
pre—eternal and post—eternal ( He exists
from eternity to etemity). He is in
every way Absolute Being. His Qualities
do not resemble the qualities of the
creatures for these are in all aspects
limited; whereas, He is in everyway un-
limited, Forgiving the sins of his servants
is solely at His own absolute discretion,
and nobody not even the prophet of
fslam or the Imams can do anything for
remission of the sins except by His
permission,

2—The Sending of Prophets.

Shi‘ism believes that God, in order
to guide His creatures and lead them
from the darkness of ignorance . and
misery to the light of knowledge and
happiness, has sent a number of prophets.
God has created man for lelicity
and happiness and has created the
means for the attainment of this end in
the existence of the Universe itself..

Sending prophets is also with the
purpose of perfecting this goal, That s
why the teachings of the prophets and
the divine laws are always the supple.
ment for creation organisation of human
being. Any law which is opposed to
righteousness the primordial and creation
nature of man is surely not revealed by

God.

-
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Shi'ism “believes that the am of
the prophets has never been to propagate
unintelligible matters such as the
endurance of every kind of disagreeable
situation and torture or sacrifice for the
sins of others. Rather, their aim has
been that same correct instruction and
training, the streogthening of moral
principles and the relation between men,
and the establishment ‘of the principles
of justice among mankind.

The Quran in many verses has
clearly reminded man of this truth,

Shi'sm respects all prophets of
God without exception bat belioves
that as a result of she passage of Hme
their boly books have become :mixed
with all kinds of superstitions and have
suffered various forms of deviation, A
living witness to this fact is the unjust
and childish qualities mentioned in :fesc
books about God and His prophets.

According to Shiism a8l the
prophets of God, even Muhammad,
Moses and Jesus Christ are recognized
as the servants of God, but they were
qualified and obedient servants ~whom
God inspired. That is their convictions
that ali the prophets and lmams have
neither committed any sin nor any
omission or error during their life time,

3—The day of resumection,

Shr'ism like all Istam believes that
# a determined time all men will be

, mesursected in another world which s

everlasting and eternal and will receive

“the reward or punishment of their good
~or evil works, The least good or evil

action s accounted for and its account
is preserved by God. Mo one will be
treated with injustice or oppression.

Those who have perfarmed good
works shall go to eternal paradise in
which is found every kind of spiritual
and cotporeal blessing and evil doess
will be sent to the inferno unless they
repent in this world, and repentance
®ocans that one should seriously and
willingly repent for their past sins, and
decide definitely not to adhere to such
#is io the future, and to jndemnify and
®ake good what would be deemed
indemodfiable and where they have
infringed and violated the rights of other
individuals, to testore and repair them
to the rightful party, for after aft
nothing is hidden from God,

é—Distinctions of Shiism

Shlism shasres the three above.
menfioned principles with other Muslims
but there are two points which are its
distinguishing marks »

I—8Beclief in the Twelve Imams
who are the vicegerents of the Prophet
and whose accoum #as alteady been
given,

2—Belief in Divine justice, By
this is meant that Shi‘ism believes God
never deals with injustice or oppression
toward His creatures, for injustice and
oppression towards others is a sign of either
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ignorance or lack of power whereas
God is omniscient and omnipotent, As
a consequence of. this principle Shi'ism
also believes that all human beings
possess the freedom of will. No one is

~ forced (0 obey or rebel, The destiny of
cach person is in his own hands. No
one bears the weight of the sins of
others .nor is anyoue punished for the
wtong doings of others.

T—Sources of Shifite religious
" instructions
Shi'ism  has. received -its " religious
* instructions which concern - all aspects
of private .and -'social life from the
 closest- source .of knowledge to the
Prophet, that is, ‘the household of the

_Prophet {the: Twelve Imams) who_have

received their knowledge either directly
or :through intermediaries from the
Ptdphet himself. In this method Shi'ism
relies on a completely authentiated
saying of the Prophet which all Musl s
remember from him: "1 am departing
from you but ! leave among you two
precious things : the Quran, the book
of ‘God, and my household who, will
never separate from each other."

In order to discern and distinguish
religious obligations Shi‘ism follows, in
addition to the Quran and the traditions
of the Prophet and the imams, that
which meets the consensus of the
‘wlamia’ (learned men) and also that
which reason can judge with certainty.

« These four principles (the Quran,

traditions of the Prophet and Imams,

consensus of the ‘ulama’ and reason )'
are called the fourfold proofs.

Shi'ism believes that it is a duty
of religious scholars to investigate these
sources and deduce the religious
obligations and instructions of I[slam
from them. In contrast to Sunnism,
Shi'ism holds that this right is not

‘limited to a determined number of

individuals but all religious scholars

have the right to investigate the sources

of the religious injunctions and to

deduce the obligations and instructions

of Islam from them. Or one could say

that the gate of ijtihad { giving judgment -
and opinion on religious matters ) is

open to all the ‘ulama’,

In the principles of Islamic
injunctions and-_laws there is no
difference of opinion between Shiite
and Sunni scholars,

The only ditference of view is in
certain aspects of the details of problems.

Shi'ism holds that Islam is an ever-
lasting religion which is at the same
time easy to accept and can be followed
by every one ‘at all times and in all
places Shiite scholars have collected
the individual and social duties and
instructions of Istam in detail in books
called the *books of jurisprudence "
(figh) and have created numerous

sciences for the refimement and examination
of these injunctions. )

Shi‘ism like all of Muslims, believes
that each Muslim must pray five times

a day, must fast one month a year during .,
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Ramazan and in case he possesses the
financial and physical ability and means,
to participate once during his lifetime
in the great [slamic congress, the Hajj
in Mecca and to perform special cere-
monies that are full of majesty and
spirituality with other Muslim brothers,
Also each Muslim is obliged to pay to
the public treasury of Islam a certain
amount of his weaith {of course under
special conditions ) as Zakat in order to
help the needy, perform charitable acts
and defend the borders of Muslim
countries,

Shi'ism also believes that in addition

to this Islamic tax there is another tax
‘described Khums for individuals having

financial ability according to spcc:al
regulations, '

" ‘Shi'ism also believes that in case

Muslim countries are invaded by an
enemy all who have the abilitf must
take up arms and as 'areligions duty in
the path of "defending® their homeland
to fight with the enemy unto death,
Martyrdom in such a path is considered
as a great honour, wr

Moreovet, all Muslims have the
duty to act in correct and logical
manner to guide and instruct Individuals
who have perverted the right- way and

to guide them towards the good and to .

combat individual and social corruption,
This " great national supervision ¥,
tollowing the inspiration of the Quran

is -called *AMR Bl MARUF and’
- NAHY AZ MUNKAR."

8, Social and ethical dutles— '

Shiism believes that a trae and
conscientious Muslim is one who does
not forget God under any condition,
who is truthful, trustworthy, upright
and [rieidly, who is aware- of the
condition of his brother Muslims and
does, not refuse any kind.of help: to
them, (One must remember. that Muslims
address each other as brothers and. this .
is the closet relation that exists between
two human beings on the basis of
mutval respect and equality, In-this matter
they have been inspired by the Quran
which says, "All Muslims are brethem®).
No racial, class or family distinction
can - cause one person. to become
superior to another, The only distinction
is what ‘pertains to. piety. and chastity,
Therefore, from- our point of view every.
form of racial discrimination-is rejected..

Shi‘ism possesses extensive teachings
concerning ‘rights which it has received
from the lmams. Even the animals have
rights. to molest them without reason is
condemned, On the: contrary they should .
be protected,

Shi'sm asserts that no one should
stop striving and trying in order to earn
a livelihood and that no one should
become a burden to society: At the
same time striving to -have a better life
one should not dlsrcgar& moral prlncrpics
and virtue, :

Shi'ism prohibits alcoholic beve--
rages, ‘narcotics, pork, gambling,
sexual promiscuity and usury and jts -
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like, It considers . the principle of
cooperation as the most important basis
of social life and the first duty of a
Mislim toward others, Like other
Muslims; Shi'ites consider human life as
particularly -significant so that for
wurder, blood-shed and injury upon
wthers heavy penalties have been
foreseen in istamic penal codes,

Also special rights and much
Tmpottance are held for the family, the
upbringing of children, kindness toward
relatives, even distant ones, and neigh-

Shi'sm  lke the rest of Isham
respects the rights of women s a basic
principle of the family- and ia contrast
to many other religions gives complete
zconomiz independence to women.

.,'r‘ Like other Muslims, Shites are
permitted 1 have more than wife
but. ack osly is the matter non-ozz:gatory
but has heavy conditions imposed
upon it, Taking these ‘conditions into
consideration, only in case one’s wife
cannot bear children or perform the
marital act or if a woman ddes not
have someone to look after her and is
in need of such care or in similar cases

does marriage to ‘more than one wife
take place,

Contrary to what many westeners
think, the oumber of men in Islamic
countries having more than one wile
does not exceed one percent. h s
obvious that this polygamy undet stringent
conditions is quick, virtuous and cannot
in any way be compared with the illicit

|apd ungonditional sqmal :d_atiAons of

son-Mustim men with a large number
of women.

Shivism believes that all Muslims
should participate in all social and
political problems that pertain io them
and should pursue these problems with
awareness, It is opposed to solitary life,
retirement from the world and monasticism,

Shi'ism believes that Islamic socie.
ties should base their rule upon the
teachings and laws of Islam, and
consider the welfare of the individeaks
with inspiration drawn from the teachings
of Islam and according to the aceds
and requirements of the moment. They
should try their utmost to advance in
all spiritval and material domains. 3

=
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ISLAM & PEACE

William Bashyr Pickard

Surely to God belongs the kingdom of
the heavens and the earth. He gives
life and causes death. And besides God
vou have no friend nor heiper.

(Quran 9: [16)

Peace flows perfectly from an under-
standing of this verse from the Quran.
It we listen to God, hear God, submit
to God, Obey God, we have instantly
and eternally attained peace.

To many, this may seem at First,
and, at best, an exaggeraied statement.
This is so, not because its truth does
not exit, but because its truth is not

readily realized and whole- heartedly

practised,

) "l For‘ what are the conditions involved?

One's self must be emptied outy even
as formerly libations were emptied out
from the sacrificial cup.

When one’s self, once deemed all
important, all-precious, our own entity
to be preserved at all costs, when
one’s self has been thus sacrificed and
we have become as an empty casket,
then may flow in the abounding grace
of God and this jtself becomes oyr
new being, ‘

For God we live, to God we turns
we are attuned to hear the intimations
of the Great Truth, the One, the
Eternal the blessed and the Blessing,

Now, if we consider one of the

‘greatest perturbations of this life of the

world, is it not (he thought of death ?
death of our friends, death of our loved
relatives, death of our-selves.

But to one who is tully acquainted
with the verses of the Quran, and who
has followed up this acquaintance by
often meditation, so that, as it were,
knowledge may be digested and become
part of the spiritual life of the person,
need this perturbation at thought of
death be more than 3 fleeting shadow ?

Sometimes, in bright sunlight we see
shadow of ciouds sweeping over bright
hills, adding variety and contrast of
beauty to the scene. Is it not so, then,
with ourselves as we regard to move-
meats of a transitory darkness across
the bright-beaming face of life ?

Light prevails over darkness, life
over death, truth over falsehood ‘and
eternal reality over beguiling apperance,

Surely God is the Ever.Living, the
Eternal, and indeed our part is with
Him who made us. To Him we beiong,
from Him we come and unto Him do
we return,  The ecstasy of His medita.
tion should be ever with us,

Rightly viewed, all ‘things praise
His name, for they are from Him and
are His the rocks, the rivers, the clouds,
the rain, the dazzling snows, the birds
of song and of bright plumage, the

wonder scare thinkable of myriad -~

insects and the gleeming fishes in

tranquil oceans.
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Darkness, too, is His and in that, in
Him, we may rejoice when the quiet
midnight wheels and the stais gaze
steadily.

Truly, if we dig deeply into the
waters of truth, there is nothing that
need dismay us. The might and wisdom
that made all things can rightly guide
and preserve all things on their course.

He knoweth their perfection and
how it shall be attained ?

Do you need help 7 Seek help trom
the Nearest, the Surest, the Most—
Completely-Able-seek help from God,

There are a million—million ways
in which help may come to you, but
the ultimate vivifying source of all
these channels is God: and, in asking
hely, forget not what is already within
your power. Do whar you can.

CIs it not said, *God helps those
who help themselves ? *

* Surely to God belongs the king-
dom of the heavens -3d the earth,
He gives life and causes death. And
besides God you have no friend
nor helper. { Quran 9, v. II?)

-

Printed at the PHDTO ART PROCESS
265, Bazargate St. Bombay 400001

for Yousul N. Lalljee, Bhaktwar Annexe,

Narayan Dabholkar Rd. Bombay 400006,

like you will find the Muslim institute
of fasting of incalculable benefit. not
only of spiritual beneficence but equally
so in the realm of the physical.

Which other religion besidsa [slam
has perfected for its followers such a
sound and rational system of guidance
which promotes not only the upliftment
of the soul and the spirit of man, but
at the very same lime guarantees him
libesation from the ills that flesh is
sometimes heir to?

*
*

* Who can describe the nature of
God? The living, the Etemal: His

- Throne extends over worlds and worlds

that no imagination can compass. His
trath is ‘clear as daylight: how can
compulsion advance religion ? The keys
of life and death, and the mysteries of
gverything around us, are in His hands.
Our duty then is to seek the path of
goodness, kindness, uptight conduct and
charity,—to grasp at no advantage trom
a brother's need, to stand by the word
that is pledged, to bear true witness,
and remove all cause of misunder-
standings in our dealings as between

man and man.*

*
*





