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This text, based on the book Manazil al-Akhira by the Late
Marhoom Abbas al-Qummi will take the reader step by step from the
moment the soul departs from the body up to the gate of either Paradise
and salvation or Hell and damnation.
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Introduction

In the Name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful

These twelve series of the life hereafter take you step by step from the
moment the soul departs from the body up to the gate of either Paradise and
salvation or Hell and damnation.

This is a subject which not many people are willing to discuss, thus
avoiding it altogether instead of preparing themselves for its inevitability.

Please circulate this text to all those whom you love, perhaps when the
time comes for one of them to leave this vanishing world, he/she will do so
with a smile on his/her face and will be escorted to eternal bliss, Insha-
Allah, by the angels of mercy instead of the denzines of hell.

You will earn your rewards for being an instrument serving to save your
brother’s or sister’s skin from the fire of hell, may Allah Almighty spare us
its torment.
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1. Stage One of the Life Herafter: An-Naza™ Al-
Akheer, Drawing The Last Breath

g
[One hadith says,
els A 46 s 2 J5 s
One who leads another to a good deed will receive rewards equivalent to
that of its doer.
So, earn rewards by circulating this text material, may the Almighty
enable you to live a happy life and to die a happy death and thus live

eternally in Paradise, Allahomma Aameen.]
Another name for “An-Naza™ al-Akheer”, drawing the last breath, is

skl oIS, Death Stupors. Reference to these stupors exists in this

Qur’anic verse:
VSIS S NEH [ SIS
"And the stupor of death will bring truth (before his eyes): “This was
the thing which you were trying to escape!” (Qur’an, 50:19).

These are the moments when the dying person bids this vanishing world
goodbye, casts a last look at it, mostly at his own self: Life will pass before
his eyes like a flash, and he will realize how short it really was, how he
wasted it, how he did not perform the purpose behind his very creation: to
worship the Almighty his Lord and the Lord of all creation. How will one
naturally die? The answer is in verses 88-96 of Surat al-Waqi'a (Chapter
56):

rMWJ\QW\UAQKQ j ijg\é)jcjfcuuﬁ\wdgu\ub
Womjfﬁwdﬁ@u U«JM\UAQKQ \Aj u«.‘J u\?uo\u,AuU

sebadl) 855 2 228 ol 35 5 15
“Thus, then, if he is of those nearest to Allah, (there is) rest and

satisfaction (for him) and a Garden of delights. And if he is of the
companions of the right Hand, (for him there is salutation:) “Peace be
unto you!”” from the companions of the right Hand. And if he is one of
those who treat (truth) as falsehood, who commit wrong, for him there is
entertainment of boiling water and burning in Hell-Fire. Truly this is the
very truth, so celebrate with praise the Name of your Lord, the Supreme”

(Qur’an, 56:88-96).

See how the Almighty in these verses classifies three methods of death
perhaps the first of which is particularly interesting: One who is near to his
Maker will smell fragrance which will turn death into a very pleasant and
pleasurable experience. Of course an opposite type of death awaits those
who are not close to Him and who apparently will experience death by way
of suffocation.
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According to some traditions, two angels pull life out of each and every
cell of the dying person's body, and it will not be fun at all. During these
moments, the dying person will have a moment of contemplation on what he
has just left behind: worries about the little ones, separation from wealth,
estates, precious items, homes on which he spent fortunes, wealth which he
amassed without making sure where it exactly came from, etc. And there
will be worries about how much he fell short of carrying out with regard to
his duties to others and to his Maker.

In Nahjul-Balagha, the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (¢) has
summarized it thus:

e 5 Blgiag ¢ BLSad o badsly Ledlas (3 sl Laas Yisel STon
e tally opad Lgll 0550 s Osemy ol b a5 (Lgdlp e oaly Las wlas
Koyghs

"He shall remember wealth which he had overlooked where it had come
from, accepting its sources as they were claimed to be, or as they were
thought to be, the consequences of having collected it now are round his
neck, haunting him, as he is about to leave it behind him for those who will
now enjoy it, thus the pleasure will be for others while he bears the burden."

Verse 22 of Surat Qaf states the following:

Soas 2 a8 Palag Qe 1AESE 156 2 ik e A

"You were heedless of this, so We have removed your veil, and your
sight is sharp (on) this Day!” (Qur'an, 50:22).

Indeed, the sight of the dying person during the stupors of death will be
quite sharp: He will for the first time be able to see angels, who are created
of light that can easily blind any human eye, and the jinns who are created
of smokeless fire. He will be able to see and hear his family, relatives,
friends and strangers who are around him at the time of death and who will
soon bear his casket to the cemetery.

But he will not be able to show any reaction because he has lost control

over his temporal body and his soul zo how takes over. On the other hand,

there will be a tremendous transformation in the process of changing from
one form into quite another which now enables him to see what he could
never see before: According to p. 170, Vol. 6 of Bihar al-Anwar,

Ol 2Ny 2 ) 8Ny e W Slsheo b1 wxy Jaly A sy (5

4 Opos Gow s b Sly car 0588 (S Gl B Ay 4 1508 s 0>

OF ol Oglsle oy ¢ el (3 ogadyd lysly o) o) 18 55T g oy €

sl e g Jsn e by AT R ey 0 L e ) Al sk

JB el o I amy) ok Do 52 by ¢ ang Osn dnny S50 sy ¢
YR VRS IV IORPY ICING O S ade caren o) ade gl el



www.alhassanain.org/english

"He will see the Messenger of Allah and his Pure Family, peace and

blessings of Allah be with them all, the angels of mercy and those of

torment, all present near him as he awaits their verdict and what they will
decide. On the other hand, the army of Satan and his helpers (will also be

present in order to prevent him by all means from saying La ilaha illa-Allah
Al Y| 4} Y, There is no god save Allah, which is the key to salvation), to cast

doubt in his heart and try hard to rob him of his belief (iman o) so he will

come out of this life without iman. At the same time, he is overwhelmed by
expecting the presence of the angel of death: In what form it will approach
him and how he will take his life away, etc.

The Commander of the Faithful (¢) has said: The stupors of death
surround him, so no description can be made for what has afflicted him.™
What about the munjiyat «L=< during this very critical and dangerous

phase, the acts of adoration which one can form during his lifetime so they
may help ease or even cancel his pain of death? We are told on p. 9 of

Abbas al-Qummi's precious work &,5Y! J;L.s Manazil al-Akhira, which is
the main source for this text material, that it is reported that the Messenger
of Allah (_») was present during the death of a young man. The Prophet

(_») told the dying youth to testify that &\ ¥} )} Y La ilaha illa-Allah (There
is no god save Allah), but his tongue was tied and he could not.

Whenever the Prophet () repeated his c~2b5 talgeen (instruction to the
dying person to make a pronouncement), the dying young man could not
respond. The Prophet (_») asked a woman who was sitting at the head of the

dying young man if she was his mother, and she answered in the
affirmative. He again asked her if she was angry with her young son, and
she again answered in the affirmative, adding that she had not spoken to him

for the past six years. The Prophet (_») asked her to be pleased with her son
now, so she said, "May Allah be pleased with him on account of you being

pleased with him, O Messenger of Allah."
When the mother thus expressed her pleasure with her dying son, the
latter was able to pronounce La ilaha illa-Allah & Y} 4| Y. The Prophet (_»)

then asked the youth to tell him about what he saw. The youth said, "I see a
very dark man, very ugly, extremely smelly, wearing very filthy outfits,
emitting a stench, coming in my direction, pressing on my mouth and

respiratory passages.” The Prophet (_») ordered him to say:

10



www.alhassanain.org/english

il &l Sz GasTy el 3o 8 S s s el ok o0 b

o) sa
"O One Who accepts little (of good deeds) while forgiving a lot (of

sinning), do accept what is little [of the good deeds which | have done] and
forgive a lot (of my sins); surely You are the Forgiving, the most Merciful."

The young man did as instructed by the Prophet (_»), so the Prophet (_»)

asked him again about what he now saw. The dying young man said, "1 now
see a man with a glowing face, pleasant, smelling very nicely and wearing
clean outfits coming in my direction, whereupon the dark one is going away
and getting ready to depart.”

The Prophet (_») ordered the young man to repeat the statement which

he had taught him then asked him once more about what he then saw. "The
dark one has already gone, leaving no traces," the young man said, adding,
"while the one having a glowing face remains beside me." It was at that
moment that the young man passed away. This is recorded on p. 92, Vol. 1
of Mustadrak Wasa'il ash-Shi“ah. We also read on p. 380, Vol. 74 of Bihar

al-Anwar that Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (¢ ) has said, "One who gives an outfit

to his [believing] brother, whether for the summer or for the winter, it will
be incumbent upon the Almighty to outfit the first with one of the outfits of
Paradise, ease the stupors of death for him and expand his resting place."

The greatest Prophet (_») has said:
o 1 4 I G olsf b
"One who feeds his Muslim brother something sweet, Allah will remove

from him the bitterness of death." What also helps the dying person and
eases his pain is hearing the recitation of Surat Ya-Sin (Chapter 36 of the
Holy Qur'an) and Surat as-Saffat (Chapter 37) as well as "du'a al-faraj"
which is:

el Sl Oy ) Ol calaall dal) 81V ALY (e SN A Y Y
3 skl o Sl g leall Al ) g e s g Loy el )Y o
ol Gy b et
"There is no god save Allah, the Clement, the Great; there is no god save

Allah, the all-Knowing, the Great; praise to Allah, Lord of the seven

heavens, Lord of the seven earths and everything in them and everything
between them, and the Lord of the Great "Arsh; peace be with the

Messengers, and praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds."

11
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We read on p. 33, Vol. 97, of Bihar al-Anwar that according to Imam as-
Sadiq (g ), as we are told by the mentor as-Sadug, "One who fasts the last

day of the month of Rajab will be placed by Allah in security against the

intense pain of the stupors of death and the horror after death as well as the
torment in the grave." As quoted by al-Kaf'ami on p. 397, Vol. 2, p. 397 of

his Musbah, the Prophet (_») is quoted as having said that if one recites the
following supplication ten times every day, ten thousand of his major
transgressions will be forgiven by Allah Who will also save him from the

stupors of death and from the constriction of the grave as well as grant him
security from one hundred thousands of the horrors of the Judgment Day;
He will also protect him from the evil of Satan and his hosts, will pay his
debts on his behalf and remove his worries and concerns; this very precious
supplication, which you should share with all the ones you love, is as
follows:

Cb St an B0 0 oe L gBg 2a K05 YL Y e K0 Sy
o 05 ¢ 0 saaiel L35 85 A Ot el 9805 0 KR 15 0
U5 355 olad 05 ¢ LS e 5 1 n e (U5 ¢ O ) ULy U
AL Y 85 Yy o Y By 2l 1805 ¢ AL M\éi’;;ﬁ;}i&‘&
/ «,mla_.)\
"1 have prepared for every horrific thing "There is no god save Allah®,
for every worry and distress "The will of Allah be done", for every blessing
"Praise to Allah", for every prosperity "Thanks to Allah", for every amazing
thing "Blessed be Allah", for every sin "I seek forgiveness of Allah", for
every transgression "We belong to Allah, and to Him shall we return™, for
every hardship "Allah suffices me, and how good a Helper He is!", for every
decree and destiny "I have relied on Allah", for every enemy "I have sought
refuge with Allah™ and for every obedience and disobedience "There is

neither power nor might save in Allah, the most Sublime, the most Great".

Another supplication has as many as seventy merits one of which is that one
who recites it will be given glad tidings at the time of his/her death; it is
this:

€SB STy el gl Ly U1 il Ly cpmald) a2

12
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"O You, the most Hearing of those who hear, the most Seeing of those
who see, the most Wise of those who decree!” Al-Kulayni has quoted Imam

as-Sadiq (g ) as saying, "Do not ever be bored with reciting Surat az-Zalzala
(Chapter 99 of the Holy Qur'an), for if one recites it in the voluntary
prayers, Allah will keep earthquakes away from him; he will not die because

of an earthquake or be struck by lightning or any of this life's catastrophes; a
glorious angel will descend upon him, sit at his head and address the angel

of death thus: 'Be kind to him, for he is a servant of Allah who used to recite

me quite often," as we read on p. 331, Vol. 92, of Bihar al-Anwar.

Remember that in the life hereafter, there will be personification of
everything: Each and every action or intention, good or bad deed, will have
a form, a shape, an entity. Every verse of the Holy Qur'an, every chapter and
the Qur'an as a whole will also have forms. So will desires, wishes, hopes,
aspirations, remorse, regret, prayer, fast and all other norms of adoration:
All will have forms. How one will distinguish one from the other is a faculty
which will be created with him as he is re-created, re-formulated, re-born in
a new form, for the hereafter is the true life awaiting all of us, so get ready
for it; there is no escape from it.

But if you do not believe in the Hereafter, this book is not written for
you, and it is a pity it fell in your hands; someone else can make better use
of it. Also, some non-Muslims may feel "sorry" for what the Muslims will
have to go through in the Afterlife, feeling happy with the thought placed in
their heads by their clergymen that they had nothing to worry about, that
nothing but many good things await them after they die. Muslims, however,
think that all followers of religions, or those who do not follow any religion
at all, are entitled to their own wishful thinking.

13
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2. Phase Two of The 14 Phases Of The Life Hereafter:
The Adeela at the Time of Death

okl s alyual!

The “*Adeela ik:22)"” means one turning from right to wrong as he dies

due to the presence of Satan at the time of his death who will cast doubts in
his heart through his evil insinuations in order to get him out of the right
creed. There are many supplications to seek protection for such “adeela.

For example, the pride of all critics, may Allah have mercy on his soul,

has said that if one seeks security against Satan, he must bring into his
presence the proofs of conviction and the five basic principles of Islam
through irrevocable evidences, with ease of conscience, then he hands them

all over to Allah Almighty so He may return them to him at the time of his
death. Having stated all the right doctrines, he should say the following:

B pagien g ily @3 Ol M g Shesgl B G ) )T L S

Lagr ypam g phe 033 alagll Laig Ll
"O Lord, the most Merciful of those who show mercy: | have entrusted
You with this conviction of mine, with the firmness of my creed. Since You
are the best of trusted ones, and You commanded us to safe keep the trusts,
do return it to me at the time when | am to die." What also helps is
performing the prayer rites on time; doing so helps during such a critical
stage. According to one tradition, the angel of death looks at all people five
times a day, that is, during the five daily prayers, so he may teach those who
perform them on time the shahada and spare him the evil of the cursed
Satan. It is also highly recommended to recite the following supplication/
Qur'anic verse on every Sunday during the month of Thil-Qi'da:
DRI &l G 25 ) e W G 336 ) S5 5 B Y
“Our Lord!” (they say,) “do not let our hearts deviate now that You
have guided us, but grant us mercy from Your Own Presence, for You are
the Giver of unlimited bounties' (Qur'an, 3:8).

Other Qur'anic Chapters that have the same effect include Suras 23 and
100.

14
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3. Phase Three Of The Life Hereafter: Wahshat al-
Qabr, Grave's Loneliness

s Ay

According to the book titled Man la Yahdhuruhu al-Fagih, there are
tremendous horrors in the grave; therefore, when the deceased person is
taken to his burial spot, he must not be entered into it suddenly. He must be
placed near the pit for a while so the dead person may get ready to enter it.
Then one must bring him closer to it and wait a short while again after
which the deceased person is to be placed in the grave. Al-Majlisi, the
father, has explained the wisdom in these steps. He says that, true, the soul
has already left the body, the "animal spirit" (spiritus animalis in Latin) or
the moving soul; as for the "articulate soul", it is yet to sever its ties with the
body:

There is fear about the grave's constriction, the questioning by Munkir
and Nakeer, Ruman who tries to cause the dead to slip away into the
torment, and the barzakh; so, the deceased person has a lot to worry about.

Ar-Rawandi has narrated saying that Jesus Christ (¢ ) once addressed his

mother, Maryam (Mary) (¢ ), after her death saying, "Speak to me, Mother!

Do you wish to return to the abode of the living?" She said, "Yes, so | may
perform the prayers during an extremely cold night, and so | may fast during
a very hot day. O Son! This path [of the dead] is frightful, horrific." It has
also been narrated that Fatima az-Zahra (peace be with her) said once to her

revered hushand, Commander of the Faithful Ali (¢ ), by way of her will:

b 130 5 I wl ade The congl | W WD) Lo 2l 31 2 (s

e DI Fey ¢ oy o Gl e oy ¢ ey e ol gt e

i sl BB slelly OTE 3905 e STh ¢ gy A5 ol e sl
«slY) uﬁﬁ A e

"When | die, wash my body and outfit me [with the shrouds], perform
prayers for me, get me inside the grave, place the grave stone, bury me in

the earth, sit at my head facing me, recite the Book of Allah and recite many

supplications, for it is time when the deceased person needs the company of
those alive.”
We are told on p. 148, Vol. 1, of Mustadrak al-Wasa'il that 1bn Tawoos,

may Allah have mercy on his soul, has quoted the Prophet (_») as saying:
lpdd 4 OB ¢ Baall (Sbse eyl Al Jof e dsTacle e e gl W
Al a5y e o S ATy e DS ALL Legd LR S (SOT Lads
o el D sy phey Sl e S (SWl 50 QLS A6 B G ¢ e

15



www.alhassanain.org/english

wel o dl Comd OB OV ol S 8 ) sl g i Ty a2 s
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"There is nothing harder for the deceased person than the first night in
the grave; so, send mercy to your dead by offering charity on his behalf, and
if one does not have charity to offer, let him perform two rek'ats
(prostrations) in the first of which he should recite Surat al-Fatiha, the Verse
of the Throne and twice Surat at-Tawhid (al-Ikhlas). In the second, he
should recite Surat al-Fatiha followed by reciting ten times Surat at-
Takathur (Chapter 102 of the Holy Qur'an). Then he should offer the

tasleem [greeting the Prophet of Allah (»)] and say, "Lord! Bless
Muhammad and the Progeny of Muhammad, and send the rewards [of this
prayer] to the grave of the deceased person so-and-so." Allah Almighty will

then instantly send a thousand angels to the grave of that dead person. Each
angel will be carrying an outfit. His grave will be widened till the trumpet is
blown. The person who performs this prayer will be granted good deeds as
many as the expanse of what is under the sun, and he will be raised forty
stations." What also helps lessen the pain of loneliness in the grave is one
during his lifelong perfecting rukoo' (bowing down) very well during the

prayers. Imam al-Bagir (¢ ) is quoted as having said: "One who perfects his

bowing down [during the performance of the daily prayers] will not feel
lonely in his grave," according to p. 244, Vol. 6 of Bihar al-Anwar.
Actually, the doers of good do not have to worry about such loneliness,
for angels will keep them company and they will be permitted to visit their
relatives, the living or the dead, escorted by these angels, and this will be a
diversion for them. Another act of munjiyat, acts that save one from penalty,
is repeating a hundred times this beautiful statement: There is no god save

Allah, the true and obvious King. Such act will save one from poverty in his

lifetime and from loneliness in the grave in the Hereafter. He will be
wealthy in this life and the gates of Paradise will be opened for him in the
next.

According to p. 217, Vol. 8 of Bihar al-Anwar, one who fasts 12 days
during the month of Sha’ban will be visited in his grave every day by
seventy thousand angels till the trumpet is blown. Here we must point out
that "every day" means days of our own counting, days of this short life, for
the barzakh period precedes the Judgment Day. Starting with that Day, time
will bear a different dimension. And one who goes to visit a sick person will

be rewarded by Allah Who will assign an angel to visit him in his grave till
the Day of Gathering, the Assembling Day. Also, it is recorded in Rawandi's
Da’awat that the Prophet (_») has said that if one recites the following

supplication three times when a deceased person is buried, the torment from
the latter will be lifted till the Trumpet is blown:

16
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(Sl s L3 Y 0f sz JTy e 32 SULLT ) 2410)
Lord! | plead to You through the status reserved with you for
Muhammad (_») and the Progeny of Muhammad (_») not to torment this
deceased person till the Day when the trumpet is blown."

17
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4., Stage Four of The Life Hereafter: Grave's
Constriction (pressure)

1 Ao

The constriction (pressure) in the grave is a very terrifying stage to the
extent that it is not just difficult for the living to imagine, it is impossible to

imagine. Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib (¢ ) has said
the following about it:
1y 4o 1y, dob il Tsl e 23T A Y L ookl G L sle W
¢ o &g bl Baogh &g b Dl &g 6T 2o 88 0o 5 &) ¢ &85 taalsy
e L S e R T SRR
Cndy fnnd 03 3 SO e Blg ) ¢ e () B L i S35
Lo Tt 81 ¢ Camn pr I SIS e O3 daae 385y etk rged s
125 sl S3lsly ainall Kot ) 10 sle bl wud L 2V 3 A
s e D ) LSS )
"O servants of Allah! There is nothing harder, on those who are not

forgiven, than death save the grave: So, beware of its constriction, darkness
and loneliness. Each day, the grave says: 'l am the abode of loneliness! | am
the abode of worms!" And the grave is either like one of the gardens of
Paradise or one of the pits of Hell... Indeed, the "life of hardship" about

which Allah has warned those who are hostile to Him is the torment in the

grave: The unbeliever is assaulted as he is in his grave by ninety-nine
dragons that tear up his flesh, crush his bones and keep visiting him thus till
the Day of Resurrection. Had one of these dragons blown on earth, no

vegetation would have ever grown in it. O servants of Allah! Your weak

selves, tender and soft bodies which are satisfied with little, are too weak to
withstand all of this." As indicated above, the sins, transgressions and
wrongdoings will each take a form in the hereafter, and the worse one is the
worse its form will be. What will help during this difficult situation?

Page 327, Vol. 4 of Usul al-Kafi, tradition No. 13, says that whenever

Imam as-Sadiq (g ) woke up at the end of the night, he would raise his voice
so his family members could hear him saying the following:

sl 3 d bl el go e gy 5 o bl Js» e el 2eli
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"Lord! Help me with regard to the horror of what is awaiting me [after
death] and expand for me the narrowness of the grave. Lord! Grant me a
blessing at the time of death, and grant me goodness before death, and grant
me goodness after death. Lord! Help me during the time of the stupors of
death. Lord! Help me against the agonies of the grave. Lord! Help me
against the constriction of the grave. Lord! Help me against the loneliness of
the grave. And Lord! Do marry me to the huris with large, lovely eyes."

Be informed, dear reader, that most torment in the grave is due to one not
paying enough attention and care while using the toilet, taking lightly the
sources of najasa, uncleanness, and also due to committing calumny and
backbiting as well keeping a distance from his family, according to p. 222,
Vol. 6 of Bihar al-Anwar.

From a narration by Sa'eed ibn Jubair, another cause is one having bad
manners with his wife, speaking to her roughly rather than with kindness

and consideration. Whatever the reason may be, we are assured by Imam

Ja'far as-Sadiq (g) that "No believer is spared the grave's constriction,"
according to p. 221, Vol. 6 of the same reference. On p. 221, Vol. 6 of Bihar
al-Anwar and on p. 74, Vol. 2 of Safeenat al-Bihar, Imam as-Sadiq (¢ ) is

quoted as having said: "The grave's constriction is atonement for a bliss
wasted by a believer." Now let us review what helps in this terrible stage of
the afterlife: Luckily, there are many acts of adoration which one can
perform during his lifetime which will help him in the life to come, and the
book titled Manazil al-Akhira by Abbas al-Qummi counts 15 of them. But
we, in order to be brief, would like to cite the following for you:

1) Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (¢ ) has said,
il dais e ol B o JS73 OTAN o sl S5 13 e
"One who recites Surat an-Nisaa (Chapter 4 of the Holy Qur'an) every
Friday will have security against the grave's constriction,” according to p.

330, Vol. 74 of the same reference.
2) Itis recorded on p. 397, Vol. 2 of Safeenat al-Bihar that
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"One who recites Surat an-Nisaa (Chapter of the Women [Chapter 4] of
the Holy Qur'an) every Friday will be granted security in his grave from the

earth's insects, animals and the grave's constriction."”
3) According to the same reference and page, some traditions of the

Prophet (_») indicate that
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"If one recites Surat Noon (Chapter 68 of the Holy Qur'an which is also
called Surat al-Qalam), during obligatory or optional prayers, Allah will
grant him security from the grave's constriction."
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4) On pp. 221 and 243, Vol. 6 of Bihar al-Anwar, we are told that Imam
ar-Ridha (¢ ) has said:
2 aar o ) el canod) g mendl lgj o e e
"One who dies between the periods of zawal J's; (midday) of Thursday
and Friday, he will be secured by Allah from the grave's constriction.” 5)
Imam ar-Ridha (¢ ) is also quoted as having said:
(8o SlS) U Lad LN 2T 6B e e e Wb () 8Ly (SCle
ol 5 W o e gl s (3 izl g Gall 3o B g cpddd) Mo (S,
ieas Sy g 008 b g QU Olls e g il Olde e

"Uphold the Night Prayer; no believing servant of Allah stands at the end
of the night to offer 8 rek'ats (prostrations), two Shaf" rek'ats, one Witr
Reka, then he seeks forgiveness of Allah in the Qunoot (invocation) of the

Witr seventy times except that Allah will grant him security against the

torment of the grave and against the torture of the Fire, grants him a longer
lifespan and expands his means of livelihood for him", as we are told on p.
397, Vol. 2 of Safeenat al-Bihar where the subject of the grave is discussed.
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5. Stage Five of The Life Hereafter: Questioning by
Munkir and Nakeer

2Ny S Jigs
On p. 223, Vol. 6 of Bihar al-Anwar, Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq (¢ ) is quoted
as having said:
» aclaadly il (3 aelld ‘C\J"’U AR Jﬁﬁ o b e el
"Not among our followers (Shi’as) is one who denies three things: the

ascension [to heavens], the questioning in the grave (by Munkir and Nakeer)
and the intercession." In the same reference on p. 261, we are told the
following:
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It has been reported that the two angels (Munkir and Nakeer) come in a

terrifying form: Their voice is like thunder and their eyes like lightening.
They will ask the dead person: "Who is your God? Who is your Prophet?

What is your religion?" And they will ask him about his wali and Imam.

Since the answers under such conditions will be very difficult for the dead
person, and he undoubtedly needs help, the talgeen becomes a must in two
places: One of them when he is placed inside the grave, and it is
recommended that his right shoulder be held by the mulaggin and his left
shoulder by the left hand and moved then instructed with talgeen when his
body is being shaken and entered into the grave.

The other place is after the deceased person is put in the grave and
buried: It is recommended that the mulaqggin, who is a close relative and a
wali of the deceased person, sits at the area of the head after everyone else
had left. He should raise his voice as he conducts the talgeen, and it is
recommended that the mulaqgin places both his hands on the grave and
brings his mouth close to the grave. Someone else who acts on behalf of the
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mulaggin may do so. It is reported that when both angels hear the talgeen,
Munkir will say to Nakeer: "Let us go back, for they have taught him the
talgeen of evidence, and he needs no question,” whereupon they both leave.

On p. 183, Vol. 1 of Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, we are told that Imam as-
Sadiq (g ) has said the following:
5l ade il 5 LSy cang I dlall s il sl 55 131
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If the believer enters the grave, prayer come at his right and zakat at his
left as kindness and benevolence look on. As for perseverance, it will stand
aside. When both angels (Munkir and Nakeer) come to question him,
perseverance will address prayer, zakat and kindness saying, 'Help your
fellow," meaning the deceased person, ‘and if you cannot, | am ready." Also,
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On pp. 145-146 of the old edition of as-Saffar's Basa'ir al-Darajat,

through isnad which goes back to Zurr ibn Jubaish narrating an authentic
tradition in the Mahasin book from one of them, peace be with them,

namely Imams as-Sadiq and al-Bagir, saying, "When a believer dies, six

faces (forms or shapes, i.e. personifications) enter the grave with him, each
is more beautiful, more fragrant and more clean than the rest. These faces
settle in six positions: on his right side, on his left, behind him, in front of
him and at his feet. The most beautiful and the most fragrant one rests at his
head. If questioning or torture approaches him from all sides, it will be
prevented by one of the six faces.
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The most beautiful face will ask the other faces saying: 'Who are you,
may Allah reward you well on my behalf?!" The face settling at the

believer's right side will say, 'l am the prayers." The face settling on the
believer's left side will say, 'l am the zakat.' The face settling opposite to the
believer's face will say, 'l am the fast." The one settling behind the believer
will say, 'l am the pilgrimage’, while the one settling at his feet will say, 'l
am kindness and benevolence towards the believing brothers.' Everyone will
then ask him about himself thus: 'And who are you with your dazzling
beauty and extra-ordinary fragrance?' He will say, 'l am the wilaya

(mastership) of the Progeny of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
with them all).™

23



www.alhassanain.org/english

6. Stage Six of The Life Hereafter: The Barzakh
o

Is the Islamic Barzakh similar to the Catholic Purgatory? Is the God of
the Muslims different from that of the Catholics?! Does He tell the
Christians, Jews, Hindus, or followers of any creed differently from what
He tells the Muslims?!

Of course He is not; of course He does not. The Almighty is One, the
truth is one, Paradise is one, Hell is one, the human family of Adam and Eve
is one...

This is the true concept of Tawhid, Brothers and Sisters, so embrace your
non-Muslim brother and do not hurt his feelings or slight his faith; names of
creeds are only “labels”, for even rocks and stones submit to the Almighty
and worship Him in their own ways. Allah will judge us all, Brother, so save
your own skin, do not worry about others, and let us all NOT judge each
other, let us not think of ourselves as being better than others, let us not
distribute Paradise and Hell, condone or condemn others as kafirs and thus
play “gods”. Please.

The barzakh is one of the phases or stages through which the vast
majority of people will pass; only very, very few will be exempted from it,
and these belong to one of two categories:

1) people with whom the Almighty is very pleased, and these go straight
to Paradise, non-stop, not even a single stop on al-Sirat al-Mustageem that
separates Paradise from Hell where many questions await those who pass
over it, questions the answers for which will determine whether one should
be pushed down into hell or permitted to pass to the next phase, to salvation,
hopefully, to mansions, gardens and huris already prepared and are waiting
for them, and

2) people with whom He is very displeased, so He does not want His
angels to waste time with them; these go straight to hell from which they
will never have a respite or a parole, unlike others who may eventually be
released once they have ended their period of punishment, their sentence.
Neither of these two groups will go through whatever goes on inside the
grave, on earth, at cemeteries that are “residential complexes” for the dead:
Make sure you book your place among them in a nice neighborhood,
Brother, and | am dead serious, through your good deeds; otherwise, you
really will be in deep trouble.

Fortunate are those who are or who will be buried in the neighborhood of

the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (¢ ) where there is peace and quiet,

hope and anticipation, feasts and celebrations, immeasurable happiness and
wonderful spirituality, where the angels stay busy bringing the residents,

guests of our First Imam (¢ ), fruits from Paradise; after all, this is the

earthly Paradise, folks, for the lucky few! We plead to the Almighty to
count us and your own selves among them, Allahomma Aameen.

As for other “neighborhoods,” there are screams of those who are
whipped in their graves with fiery rods by angry reprimanding angels,
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where pleas fall on deaf ears, torment the like of which no human being has
ever heard or seen. Contrariwise, nobody will be allowed to spoil the

“neighborhood” where the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (¢) is
resting with noise or screams, nobody.
Instead, he (g) overwhelms them with his kindness and affection,

showers them with his gifts and boons, spreads his red carpet for them and
permits them to enjoy his hospitality; how great and wonderful it is to be

near the resting place of the Commander of the Faithful (¢)!

Congratulations, many, many congratulations for those who are and who
will be enjoying such hospitality... Do not grieve if you live far away from
al-Najaf al-Ashraf, Brother, if you may be buried distantly from his sacred
resting place because special angels will move you from there and lodge you

near the Amir (g ) if you love him so much and try your best to follow his

steps. Physical distances vanish in the world of the spirit, in the hereafter, so
smile and thank the Almighty for being a Shi‘a of the Commander of the

Faithful Imam Ali ibn Abu Talib (¢)...!
The barzakh is mentioned in the Holy Qur'an in places such as this:

Ofai 5 AL 255 o835 005

"(There) is a barrier before them till the Day they are raised up (from
their graves for judgment)' (Qur'an, 23:100).

This barrier separates this short temporal life as we know it from the

other everlasting one awaiting us, but it is also one of its stages or stages, a

station, if you will. On p. 71, Vol. 1 of Safeenat al-Bihar we are told that

Imam as-Sadiq (g ) pointed out to the barzakh once saying, "By Allah, | fear

for you the barzakh." He was asked, "What is the barzakh?" He said, "It is
the grave from the moment of death till the Day of Judgment.”
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It has been cited from ar-Rawandi's book Lubb al-Lubab that those in the
graves go to call upon their families, offspring and relatives and tearfully

plead to them saying: "O our children!! O our families! O our relatives!
Have mercy on us and bestow upon us of the good things with you and the

good deeds, and do remember us, may Allah have mercy on you. We have

sat in narrow prisons, bearing many worries and concerns; so, do not be too
miser to pray for us and to pay alms on our behalf before your fate becomes

similar to ours, perhaps Allah will have mercy on us all. Alas!
We used to be like you, enjoying blessings, but we did not spend in the
way of Allah, so our wealth turned into a calamity on our heads while others

benefited from it; so, listen to us and do not forget to do us a favor with a
dirham or a loaf of bread or whatever you wish, for you shall join us; you
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shall weep and your tears will not do you any good, just as we do although
we find doing so to be futile. Work hard and seize the opportunity before it
is gone and before your condition will be similar to ours."
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Is the barzakh similar to the purgatory? Catholics believe that the
purgatory is a place where the souls of the dead are cleansed before
receiving God's grace, and such cleansing includes atonement through pain.
This seems to be close to the Islamic concept because the Almighty
punishes many of His servants in the grave in order to affect justice so He
may not punish them again in hell.

This does not apply to everyone, however, because some sinners are
punished in this life, in the grave and in hell as well. This "purging" in
which the Catholics believe may be close to the "grave's constriction”
detailed above. It is also stated in some traditions that this constriction, or
the torment in the grave, is one of the manifestations of the Almighty Who
does not wish to torment His servants twice; so, the grave is the last stage
where they have to "pay" for some of their sins.

But it is better, of course, to avoid such torment by doing simple things in
this life that will spare you having to go through it, in other words, the
munjiyat, acts bringing salvation, the easiest of which is recitation of
supplications on a regular basis and helping others morally and financially,
that is, those who deserve to be helped as explained in the Qur'an and
Sunnah. The best way to offer charity, of course, is to give with the right
hand what the left does not know, that is, let it be a secret you keep to
yourself; do not make a show of it and thus lose its rewards. In the reference
Jami” al-Akhbar, we read the following on p. 197:
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A companion of the Greatest Prophet () cited the Prophet (_») as

saying, "Send your gifts to your dead." He was asked about what gifts could
be sent to the dead, so he said, "Charity and supplication."
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If you read the classic reference written by al-Harrani titled Thawab al-
A’mal, you will see how rewards for good deeds multiply by many times,
starting from the tenfold promised in the Almighty for a good deed and go
up the ladder till they reach an astronomical figure of one hundred thousand
times. Who will be rewarded so many times and for what? One who offers
charity on behalf of both his deceased parents will receive them. If his
parents still living, he will receive in the hereafter ten thousand times as
much as he gives away as charity in the life of this world on their behalf.

But if you have no money to pay charity, supplications will do. A
combination of both is the best, though, if you really want to shun many
horrors awaiting us in the hereafter and to live a very happy and blissful life
here and hereafter.
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In the same reference, that is, Jami™ al-Akhbar, we read the following on

the same page: "The Revered Prophet (_») has been quoted as saying, 'If

one of you offers charity on behalf of a deceased person, an angel carries it
on a platter of noor (celestial light) the rays of which extend and reach the
heavens. He stands at the edge of the grave and calls out as loudly as he can,
saying: Peace be with you, O people of the graves! This is a gift sent to you
by your family! The deceased person receives it and takes it with him inside
his grave: It expands his resting place..."

Then the Messenger of Allah (_») added saying, "Be informed that when

someone seeks mercy for a deceased person through offering charity on his
behalf, he will get rewards as large as the Uhud Mountain, and he will be on

the Judgment Day under the shade of Allah's “Arsh when, on that Day, there

will be no shade other than it, and charity will be the salvation of the dead
and of the living."

Here we must point out that many writers write about the thirst and
hunger of the Judgment Day but do not say much about the darkness which
will engulf the bad ones. There are many references to the noor, celestial
light, that will shine through and for the good ones on that Day, whereas the
bad ones will be terrified because they will have no noor that will enable
them to see what is around them, and they will most likely suffer from the
stench of the pus coming out of the bodies of many in their company whose
bodies will be smitten by the angels of torture.

Contrary to their condition is enjoyed by those whom the Almighty will
bless on that Day: These will have noor, shade on their heads rather than
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heat and be brought drinks and fruits from Paradise as they watch others
being tried, that is, court marshaled! On p. 59, Vol. 74 and on pp. 573-4 of

Zad al-Ma’ad, we read the following statement by Imam as-Sadiq (¢ ):
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"Fast, prayers, charity, pilgrimage, supplications and good deeds reach

the deceased person inside his grave, and the rewards of all deeds done on

behalf of the deceased person will be recorded as they are for the doer of
these deeds."
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7. Stage Seven of The Life Hereafter: Qiyama,
Judgment Day

oy asl )

Belief in the Day of Judgment is one of the basic principles of the Islamic
creed and of almost all other creeds, including primitive non-divine ones.
For example, if you ask an Eskimo in the North Pole what will happen when
one of his folks dies, he will tell you that he will be placed in his husky dog-
pulled chariot with plenty of food and clothes. The dogs will be told to pull
it wherever they want, and he will be taken to a place reserved for the dead
with which the huskies are familiar.

There, he will return to life and, if he is good, the Eskimo will go on, the
place to which the dogs will take him will be very nice and warm: The food
and clothes will keep recreating themselves indefinitely. And we know how
the ancient Egyptians used to bury their dead with food, clothes and jewelry
due to their belief in the hereafter. Such belief is innate, natural, instinctive,
deeply ingrained in the human nature. Islam portrays the Judgment Day as
follows:
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They ask you about the Hour (of Resurrection) when its appointed time
will be. Say: 'The knowledge of this is with my Lord (alone): None but He
can reveal when it will occur; its burden will be weighty throughout the

heavens and the earth. It will come but suddenly to you'. They ask you as if
you were solicitous of it; say:

‘The knowledge of it is with Allah (alone), but most men do not know™

(Qur'an, 7:187).
On p. 312, Vol. 6 of Bihar al-Anwar, we read the following:
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"Ar-Rawandi has quoted Imam as-Sadiq (¢ ) saying that Jesus son of

Mary (peace be with him) asked Gabriel once: "When shall the Judgment
Day be?" Gabriel shook till he fell on the ground conscious, and he lost his
consciousness. When he woke up from it, he said, "O Ruhullah (Spirit of
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Allah)! The asked person does not know about it more than the questioner.”
Then he recited the above verse.
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It has been narrated that whenever the Prophet (_») mentioned the

Judgment Day, his voice would change and intensifies, and his holy face
would change color. There are many munjiyat, acts of salvation, that can
help during this terrifying Day about which so many Chapters and verses of
the Holy Qur'an warn. Here are some of them:

1) On p. 293, Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar, we read the following:
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"One who recites Surat Yousuf (Chapter 12 of the Holy Qur'an) every
day or every night will be resurrected on the Judgment Day as beautiful as
Yousuf (Joseph) (peace be with him) used to be, and he will not be
overtaken by the greatest fright of the Judgment Day." On p. 295 of the

same reference, Imam al-Bagir (¢ ) is quoted as having said:
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One who recites Surat al-Dukhan (Smoke, i.e. Chapter 44 of the Holy
Qur'an) in his obligatory as well as voluntary prayers will be resurrected by

Allah in the company of those who will be secure and contented.” And the

Imam (¢ ) has also said the following as we read on p. 298 of the same
reference:
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"Whoever recites Surat al-Ahgaf (Chapter 46 of the Holy Qur'an) every
night or every Friday will not be overtaken by fear in the temporary life, and

Allah Almighty will grant him security on the Judgment Day." On p. 298,

Vol. 7 of the same reference, the Imam (¢ ) is quoted as having said:
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One who recites Surat al-Asr (Chapter 103 of the Holy Qur'an) in his
voluntary prayers will be resurrected on the Judgment Day with a bright

face, shiny forehead, cooled eyes and a smile painted on his lips till he
enters Paradise."

2) On p. 302, Vol. 7 of the same source, al-Kulayni cites Imam as-Sadiq

(¢ ) as having said that the Messenger of Allah () has said:
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"One who shows respect to a person who grows grey hair while being
Muslim will be granted by Allah security against the greatest fright of the

Judgment Day and he will not fear that Day."
3) He is also quoted, as stated in the same reference and on the same
page, as having said:
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One who dies on his way going to Mecca or returning from it will be
secure against the greatest fright of the Judgment Day, and he will not fear
that Day." And on p. 57 of the same source, as-Saduqg quotes him as having
said:
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"One who is buried in the holy precincts of Mecca the Venerable or in
Medina, may the Almighty increase their honor and glory, will be secure
and resurrected by Allah in the company of those who do not fear and will
enjoy security on the Judgment Day."
4) On p. 303, Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar, it is indicated that as-Saduq has

narrated saying that the Messenger of Allah (_,») said:
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"If one had the opportunity to commit a sin or satisfy a lustful desire but
he let it pass by and avoided being involved in it out of his fear of Allah, the

most Sublime, the most Great, Allah will prevent the fire of Hell from

coming near him and will grant him security against the horror of the
Judgment Day and of its fright.”

5) The same source cites the Prophet (_») as having said:
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"If one opposes his desires while not being hostile to people, Allah will
grant him security against the greatest fear of the Judgment Day."
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6) The great mentor, Sheikh Ali ibn Ibrahim al-Qummi, as we read in
Vol. 62 of the same reference, has quoted Imam Muhammad al-Bagir (¢ ) as
having said:
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"If one suppresses his anger while being able to carry its dictates out and
implement them, Allah will fill his heart with conviction and security."”

7) Allah Almighty has said the following in the Holy Qur'an:

"Whoever does a good deed will be rewarded with better than it, and
these will be secure against the fright of that Day"* (Qur'an, 27:89).
A footnote on p. 117, Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar cites the Commander of

the Faithful Ali ibn Abu Talib (¢ ) commenting about the “good deed,” the

“hasana”, in this verse by saying: "The doing of good in this verse is
knowing about, accepting the mastership of and loving us, we Ahl al-Bayt

(¢ ) (immediate family of the Prophet (#)."

8) In the same reference, we are told that as-Saduq has quoted Imam as-

Sadiq (¢ ) as saying:
sLad 3 alel of cans g a® o an il g canns 3 L 0Tl pgaild olsf Olel
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"One who helps his distressed and thirsty brother as much as he can, or if
he relieves him of his worry and concern, or if he helps him take care of

something, he will receive from Allah Almighty seventy-two blessings:

Allah will grant him in the life of this world one blessing whereby He

repairs his livelihood while saving his remaining seventy-one blessings for
the horrors and fright of the Judgment Day."

More munjiyat, acts of adoration that result in one's salvation, are stated
on the pages of al-Qummi's Manazil al-Akhria to which we refer the reader.
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8. Stage Eight of The Life Hereafter: Al-Hashr, The
Gathering

!

It starts when one comes out of his grave, having a new form with which
he is not familiar, and it is one of the three most critical times through which
a human being has to go. Prophet Isa (Jesus Christ), peace be with him,
refers to these three stages during which he will see nothing but peace as we
read in verse 33 of Surat Maryam, a chapter in the Holy Qur'an named after
his saintly mother, Maryam (Mary), where Jesus is quoted by the Almighty
as saying on the very first day when he was born, a miracle which testified
to his extra-ordinary birth to an extra-ordinary Lady, the Mistress of the
world of her time, the following:

“So peace is upon me the day | was born, the day | die, and the day I
shall be raised up to life (again)!” (Qur'an, 19:33).

In Surat al-Ma’arij (Chapter 70 of the Holy Qur'an), the Almighty says
the following:
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""So leave them to plunge into vain talk and play until they encounter
the Day they have been promised. (It is) the Day on which they will come
out of their sepulchers in sudden haste as if they were rushing to a goal-
post (fixed for them), their eyes lowered in dejection, ignominy covering
them (all over). Such is the Day they are promised™ (Qur'an, 70:42-4).
On p. 111, Vol. 7, of Bihar al-Anwar, we read the following text:

o ) r g o S Bl e Al i JS7 g (e g Rl
g R 5 Al Lege Sl o o5 b (illae Lol Bl sl B Gl 48 W
céw&\ydjthWGch&\gw;cb@\jgw\}WWj)U\
bl g g e 1F

"In the Hereafter, there will be fifty stations: Each station lasts a

thousand years. The first station is getting out of the grave. People will be
confined in it for a thousand years barefoot, hungry and thirsty. Whoever

comes out of his grave believing in Allah, in Paradise and Hell, in the
Accounting and the Judgment, admitting Allah as the Lord, believing in His

Prophet and in what Allah Almighty had revealed to him, will be saved

from hunger and thirst.”
The Holy Qur'an refers to these fifty thousand years in the following
verse:

3 )n:

33



www.alhassanain.org/english

"The angels and the spirit ascend to Him in a Day whose measure is
fifty thousand years' (Qur'an, 70:4).

In Nahjul-Balagha, the Commander of the Faithful Ali (¢) says the
following:
3 noge aceld) Aoy o Y- V.@,waj 3 cu.bf)“ V‘S Sy 9 cdfd\ V_@.‘J-T A5 Ll

"It is the Day on which Allah gathers the early generations and the last to

discuss settling accounts and to reward good deeds. People will be
submissive as they stand stifled by sweat, the earth having shaken
underneath their feet. The best condition among them all is one who can
find a foothold and a space.” Obviously, the reckoning will take place on the
same earth on which humans have been living for many years, but the earth
will not be the same: All mountains will be then be flattened, all water in the
seas and the oceans would have been turned into fire: The oxygen will be
separated from the hydrogen and set ablaze:

E5ml N3] Erad (201 5l SBE JULTNS), S Jud sy,

""When the mountains vanish (like a mirage); when the she-camels, ten
months with young, are left untended; when the wild beasts are gathered
together, and when the oceans boil over with a swell™* (Qur'an, 81:3-6).

Notice the verse saying: "And when the wild beasts are gathered
together" which indicates that the Day of Gathering will not be confined to
humans but also to animals as well:

All those who, without a justifiable cause, harmed these animals will
have to account for their sins on that horrific Day, and this proves to you
how Islam cares so much not only about humans but also about animals.
One can write a book about "animal rights in Islam" and compare these
rights with the abuse these servants of the Almighty receive at the hands of
either ignorant or selfish humans, but let us not get into that now. As for the
last verse, No. 6, the one referring to the oceans "boiling over with a swell",
| think it is a weak translation of what should be something like this: "And
when the oceans are set ablaze.”

The earth will be flattened in order to make room for all billions of
humans and animals and perhaps birds as well; it will be like a thin disk.
Mentor al-Kulayni, as cited on p. 197, Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar, quotes

Imam al-Bagir (¢ ) as saying:
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"Allah, the most Blessed and the most Exalted One, will send on the

Judgment Day people out of their graves: Their hands are tied to their necks
to the extent they cannot take an iota of anything in their hands. The angels
will be with them chastising them harshly and saying: "These (folks)
prevented the doing of small acts of goodness while plenty was at their

disposal. These are the ones whom Allah granted out of His boons, yet they
did not pay what belonged to Allah from their wealth."”
In the same reference and on the same page, mentor as-Saduq quotes the
Messenger of Allah (_») as saying the following in a lengthy tradition:
oA LBl g coldl pn ) 482 b opd (3 ade W bale (et g o
DU sy OF () aad wdois slsgr am arde dl ol (i g 023
"If one drives a wedge between two persons, Allah sends a fire in his

grave that burns him till the Judgment Day. Once he gets out of his grave,
Allah will send on him a black snake that will tear his flesh apart till he

enters hell." The Prophet (_») is also quoted in the same reference as having
said:
G b el Laes bl oy ) ot cagall STU 1) Bl e ase S s
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"If one fills his eyes with looking at a stranger woman, Allah will gather

him on the Judgment Day nailed with nails of fire till Allah judges among

the people. He will then rule to throw that man into the fire of hell.” He (_»)

is also quoted on the next page of the same reference as having said the
following:
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"One who drinks wine will be gathered on the Judgment Day with a
black face, his eyes are dark and slanted, his mouth twisted, saliva pouring

down his mouth and his tongue sticking out of his back." Sheikh as-Sadug,

as stated on p. 198 of the same reference cited above, has quoted Imam as-

Sadiq (g ) as saying:
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"If one removes the worry and the agony of another believer, Allah will

remove from him the worries and the agonies of the Hereafter, and he shall
come out of his grave with a happy and cooled heart." Both al-Kulayni and

as-Sadug, as stated in the same reference, narrate a lengthy tradition from
Sadeer, the money exchanger, citing Imam as-Sadiq (¢ ) saying:
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"Allah gathers a believer, once he is out of his grave, in the company of

an image and a like form. Whenever the believer sees horror in the
Hereafter, the image says to him, "Do not worry and do not grieve, for you
have the glad tidings from the most Merciful One." He keeps telling him

such glad tidings till he takes his place for the judgment. Allah will then be

easy on him as He judges him. He will order him to be lodged in Paradise.
The image will still be standing in front of him, so the believer will ask it,

"May Allah have mercy on you! You have been a good companion to me:
You came out with me from the grave and continued to give me glad tidings
of happiness and honor from Allah Almighty till this became a reality for

me; so, who are you?!" The image will answer him saying, "I am the
pleasure which you entered into the heart of your believing brother in the

temporary life, and Allah created me so | may inform you of the continuous

happiness and incessant pleasure."
On p. 168, Vol. 7 and p. 380, Vol. 74 of the same reference, mentor al-

Kulayni narrates saying that Imam as-Sadiq (g ) has also said:
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"One who gives his believing brother an outfit for the winter or for the
summer obligates Allah to clothe him from the outfits of Paradise, removes

the hardships of death from him, expands his grave for him and the angels
convey the glad tiding to him when he comes out of his grave as referred to
in this sacred verse:

‘The angels welcome them saying: This is your Day which Allah
promised you!" (Qur'an, 21:103)."

37



www.alhassanain.org/english

9. Stage Nine of The Life Hereafter: Al-Mizan, The
Scales of Deeds

Ol
It is one of the terrifying stages/stages of the hereafter; the Almighty says
the foIIowmg in Surat al-Araf:
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"And truly We shall recount their whole story with knowledge, for We
were never absent (at any time or place). The balance that Day will be
(absolutely) true: Those whose scales (of good deeds) will be heavy will
prosper™ (Qur'an, 7:8-9).
Following is Surat al-Qari‘a, Chapter of the noise and clamor that
announce the reckoning:
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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. The (Day) of

noise and clamor: What is the (Day) of noise and clamor? And what will
explain to you what the (Day) of noise and clamor is? (It is) a Day on
which men will be scattered about like moths, and the mountains will be
like carded wool. It is then that one whose balance (of good deeds) will be
(found) heavy, he will be in a life of good pleasure and satisfaction. But if
one's balance (of good deeds) will be (found) light, he will have his home
in a (bottomless) pit (of hell). And what will explain to you what this (pit)
is? (It is) a fiercely blazing Fire' (Qur'an, 101:1-11).

It is called so because it hammers on the hearts with fear and terror. We
read the following on p. 64 of al-Qummi's book Manazil al-Akhira:
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Be informed that perhaps there is nothing that tilts the scales of good
deeds due to its weight like blessing the Venerable Prophet and his

righteous progeny, peace and blessings of Allah be with them all, and like
good manners. On p. 49, Vol. 2 of Safeenat al-Bihar, we read the following:
() ade) Golad Juss Sally B Lo Jai ST csd Gy, e L
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"The person who narrated this tradition asked Imam as-Sadiq (¢ ): "How
should we bless Muhammad and his progeny?" The Imam (¢ ) said, "You

should say: Blessings of Allah, of His angels, prophets and messengers and
all creation be with Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad; greeting
upon him and upon them, the mercy of Allah and His blessing.' The narrator

said, 'l asked the Imam (g ): What is the reward of one who thus blesses the

Prophet (_»)? The Imam (¢) said: Its reward is one coming out of his

transgressions and sins, that is, he will be purged of them as though he has
just been born."

On p. 443, Vol. 4 of the Tafsir book by Sheikh Abu al-Fitooh ar-Razi, we
read the following text:
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Sheikh Abu al-Fitooh ar-Razi has quoted the Messenger of Allah, peace

and salutation of Allah be with him and his progeny, saying, "In the

Ascension Night, when | reached the heavens, | saw an angel having a
thousand hands. In each hand he had a thousand fingers. He was counting
with his fingers. | asked Gabriel about his name, function and job. Gabriel
said, 'He is an angel in charge of counting the drops of water that fall to the
ground.' I asked the angel, 'Do you [really] know the number of rain drops
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that fall on the earth since Allah Almighty created the earth?" The angel

answered saying, 'O Messenger of Allah (peace and salutation of Allah be

with him and his progeny), by the One Who sent you in truth as a Prophet to
the creation, | know the number of the rain drops that fall from the sky to
the earth, all of it. | also know those that fall in the seas, on the deserts, on
inhabited areas, on farms, on salty land and on the grave sites.' The Prophet

(peace and salutation of Allah be with him and his progeny) said, 'l was
amazed at his intelligence and memory in calculation.'
The angel, therefore, said, 'O Messenger of Allah (peace and salutation of

Allah be with him and his progeny), but despite all the hands, fingers,

memory and intelligence, I am unable to count one thing.' | said to him,
'What is it?" He said, 'If some members of your nation gather together,
mention your name and bless you, it is then that 1 am unable to calculate
how many rewards they will receive for having blessed you.™

Also, al-Kulayni, the mentor, articulated the following after having
performed the prayers ritual in the afternoon of a Friday:
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Lord! Send Your peace upon Muhammad and the progeny of
Muhammad, the wasis, the pleased ones, bless them with the best of Your

blessings, peace be with him and with them, the mercy of Allah and His
blessings. Anyone who recites this supplication seven times will be
rewarded by Allah with rewards the number of which equals that of all of

His servants; his good deeds will be accepted on the Judgment Day, and he
will come out on the Judgment Day with noor (celestial light) shining
between his eyes."

On p. 49, Vol. 2 of Safeenat al-Bihar, we read the following text:
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"One who recites the following after the morning and afternoon prayers

will not die before seeing al-Qa’im [al-Mahdi, may Allah hasten his

reappearance] from among the progeny of Muhammad, peace with them all:
'Lord! Bless Muhammad and his progeny, speed up their ease, gather us in
their company and grant us their intercession.™
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10. Stage Ten of The Life Hereafter: Al-Hisab, The
Reckoning

Sl

The reckoning is one of the most terrifying of all stages of the hereafter,
so much so that the hereafter is often referred to, as a whole, as "the Day of
Reckoning". Numerous verses in the Holy Qur'an refer to it, emphasizing its
significance and urging the faithful to prepare themselves for it with good
deeds and acts of adoration, the latter cannot be accepted if the former are
not. Some of the verses which refer to reckoning and to the fact that people
take it lightly are these:
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"In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Mankind's reckoning comes closer and closer: Yet they do not heed, and
they turn away. (Nothing) ever comes to them of a renewed message from
their Lord except that they listen to it as in jest, their hearts toying with
trifles. The wrongdoers conceal their private counsels (saying), 'Is this
more than a man like your own selves? Will you yield to witchcraft with
your eyes open?' Say: 'My Lord knows (every) word (spoken) in the
heavens and the earth: He is the One Who hears and knows (all things)."
'No," they say, *(these are) medleys of dreams! No, he forged it! No, he is
(but) a poet! Then let him bring us a Sign like the ones that were sent to
(Prophets) of old!" (As for those) before them, not one of the populations
which We destroyed believed: Will these believe?** (Qur'an, 21:1-6).
Another reference is this:
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How many generations that insolently opposed their Lord's command

and (that) of His Prophets did We call to account, to a severe account?

And We imposed on them an exemplary punishment. Then they tasted the
evil result of their conduct, and the end of their conduct was perdition.

Allah has prepared a severe punishment for them (in the hereafter). So

fear Allah, O you men of understanding who have believed, for Allah has
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indeed sent down a message for you, a Prophet who rehearses God's Signs
to you, containing clear explanations, so that he may lead forth those who
believe and do righteous deeds from the depths of darkness into the light.

And those who believe in Allah and do righteous deeds He will admit into
gardens beneath which rivers flow to dwell therein forever: Allah has

indeed granted a most excellent provision for them™ (Qur'an, 65:8-11).
Just as there are numerous references to reckoning in the Holy Qur'an,

there are also numerous references to it in the Sunnah of the Prophet (_»):

Many traditions warn the believers about its woes and perils. On p. 258,
Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar, we read the following:
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Sheikh as-Sadug (may Allah have mercy on him) has narrated through

the path of Ahl al-Bayt (peace with them) saying that the Messenger of
Allah (peace and salutation of Allah be with him and his progeny) said:

"The feet of a servant of Allah do not move before he is asked about four

things: his lifespan and how he spent it, his youth and what he did during it,
his wealth and where he found it and how he spent it and about love for us,

we Ahl al-Bayt (¢ )."
On p. 267 of the same reference, we read the following:
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Sheikh at-Tusi (may Allah have mercy on him) has narrated from Imam
al-Baqir (peace with him) saying: "The first thing about which a servant of
Allah is questioned is prayer. If it is accepted, everything else is accepted.”
On p. 274 of the same reference, we read the following:
(Dl pdal] O30 ¢ Saiy 5 bl oy b AU 0T Bgall il (s
dlSGlas 5 ) oles e dsgd (Ol d ST L0 g gl e dsg

ol olas
"Sheikh as-Saduq has narrated saying that the creditor comes on the

Judgment Day and complains. If the borrower has good deeds, they (some
of them if not all) will be taken away and given to the creditor. But if he has
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no good deeds, some of the sins of the creditor will be taken and added to
those of the borrower."
On p. 82 of Manazil al-Akhira, we read the following:
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"Be informed that some critics have said: Nobody is spared the perils of

reckoning and the precisions of the scales except one who holds himself to

account in the short life and tests his person according to the scales of the

Islamic Shari‘a, applying the same to his actions, statements, deeds, sins,

looks, motion and stillness, for they have said: Hold yourselves to account
before you yourselves are held to account.”
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11. Stage Eleven of The Life Hereafter: Tasleem
Safeet al-A'mal

It is another terrifying stage of the Judgment Day when the list of deeds

is delivered to the one it belongs to. The Almighty has made a number of
references to this book of deeds; here are some of them:

(S5l Uil 135
When the scrolls are laid open™ (Qur'an, 81:10)
And also these verses:
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""He who is given his book in his right hand, soon his account will be
taken by an easy reckoning, and he will turn to his people, rejoicing! But

whoever is given His record behind his back, He will soon cry for
perdition, and he will enter a blazing Fire™ (Qur'an, 84:7-12).

On p. 314, Vol. 7 of Bihar al-Anwar, al-Ayyashi quotes Imam as-Sadiq
(¢) saying:
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When it is Judgment Day, everyone will be handed over his list of deeds,

and it will be said to him, 'Read!" Allah will remind him of all his deeds

through looking at this tablet, and the same applies to his statements, steps
and everything else, as if he said, did or treaded them instantly. People will
say, 'Woe unto us! Why does this book not leave out the recording of
anything, be it small or big?!™" (Qur'an, 18:49).

Ibn Qawlawayh has quoted Imam as-Sadiq (¢ ) as saying:
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"If one visits the gravesite of Imam al-Hussain (¢ ) during the month of

Ramadan and dies during his trip to visit al-Hussain (¢ ), he will not be
exposed to anything, nor will he be held to account, and it will be said to
him, "Enter Paradise, you shall not fear." "Allama al-Majlisi, may Allah
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have mercy on him, has quoted Imam ar-Ridha (¢ ) through two reliable
isnads as saying:
Lie g cu\}kt o odsy L)) £s LY ulo\}w & A;QJT (Srd k;LG L})\) o
9 bl 2l 61._9 3 cv.@.UL;” Ji (Jﬁ"’;%‘ - EV (et Al st oS s

Al Je

"If one comes from a distance to visit my gravesite, | shall go to him on
three occasions: on the Judgment Day to save him from its woes, when the
books of the doers of good are flown to their right hands, when the tablets of

the criminals are flown to their left, on the Sirat [path between Paradise and
Hell] and at the Mizan (scales of deeds).” In the book titled Al-Haqq al-

Yageen  »2Jl 34, it is indicated that al-Hussain ibn Sa'eed has quoted Imam
as-Sadiq (¢ ) as having said:
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"If Allah wants to hold a believer to account, he gives him his book [of

deeds] in his right hand and judges him between Himself and the believer
without anyone seeing it. He will then say to him, 'My servant! You have

done this and that." The servant will say, ‘Lord, | have done it." Allah
Almighty will say, 'l have forgiven you and change it into good deeds.'
People will say, '‘Blessed be Allah! This servant of Allah did not commit a

45



www.alhassanain.org/english

sin, nor did he do anything contemptible!" This is the meaning of the verse
of the Almighty:

Then whoever is given his record in his right hand, soon his account will
be taken by an easy reckoning, and he will turn to his people, rejoicing!
(Qur'an, 84:7-9).

The narrator asked, 'What is meant by his people (his family)? Does the

believer accompany his folks who used to be with him in this life?' Imam

as-Sadiq (¢ ) said, 'If Allah wants something bad to afflict His servant [on
account of the latter's deeds], He will try him before all creations, complete
His argument against him then gives him his book in his left hand as Allah

Almighty has said:

Truly he thought that he would not have to return (to Us)!" (Qur'an,
84:14).

This points towards the hands of the unbelievers and hypocrites being
tied and chained and their tablets delivered on their left side. It is to both
these conditions that the supplications related to ablution refer: 'Lord! Give
me my book in my right hand and my eternity in Paradise on my left; do
judge me easily and do not give me my book on my left or behind my back,
and do not tie my hands to my neck."
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12. Stage Twelve of The Life Hereafter: As-Sirat al-
Mustageem, The Straight Path

o] b1l

It is also one of the most terrifying stages/stages of the Hereafter if not
the very most. It is described in both Holy Qur'an and authentic Sunnah in
numerous verses and traditions due to its significance, so much so that the
faithful are reminded of it ten times a day in their obligatory daily prayers
and in all optional ones, nawafil, when they recite Surat al-Fatiha, the

Opening Chapter to the Book of Allah, the Qur'an. Following is a good deal

of more information about this Sirat; so, keep reading.

On pp. 103-105, Vol. 46 of Bihar al-Anwar, we read detailed
descriptions of this Sirat, and additional text is indicated on pp. 69-71 of the
same reference. Here is some of the text on the latter pages:
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"It is a bridge extended over Hell: Nobody enters Paradise without
successfully passing over it. Traditions indicate that it is thinner than hair,
sharper than the sword and hotter than fire. Sincere believers cross over it
like lightning that snatches the eyes. Some of them pass over it with
difficulty but they pass it and are thus saved, whereas others fall into Hell
from one of the obstacles on this Sirat. It is a sort of this life's As-Sirat al-
Mustageem where true faith, the path of the wilaya, is to follow in the

footsteps of the Commander of the Faithful and the Purified Imams (peace

of Allah be with all of them): Anyone who swerves from this worldly path

and leans towards falsehood by speech or by action, the obstacle of the
Hereafter's Sirat will shake under his feet, causing him to fall into hell. As-
Sirat Al-Mustageem which you find in Surat al-Hamd in the Holy Qur'an
points out to both Sirats: the one in this life and the one in the hereafter."”

In his book titled Al-Hagq Al-Yageen, where he quotes Al-"Aga'id by

Sheikh as-Sadug, may Allah have mercy on his soul, al-Majlisi states the
following:
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"We believe that each of the obstacles along the path to the Gathering
represents the name of one of the obligations, i.e. what the Almighty has

commanded or prohibited. If someone reaches an obstacle bearing the name
of an obligation, and if he had fallen short of performing that obligation, he

will be stopped at it and will be required to pay what he owes Allah
Almighty. If he can get out of that obstacle through the good deeds which he
had done, or there may be mercy from Allah which will include him, he will

get out and pass that particular obstacle. The time period of keeping anyone
at each of these obstacles is a thousand years. The obstacles continue,
following each other; questions go on and arguments are pursued about
what each station represents: the obligations and the commandments. If one
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answers duly, he will pass by the last station to the abode of eternity and
will be released most beautifully:

He will live a perpetual life where there is neither death nor loss, and he
will taste happiness where there is neither misery nor destruction. He will

live beside the mercy of his Lord with the prophets, the Signs of Allah, the

Truthful Ones, the ones who can intercede on behalf of others, the righteous
ones whose company is truly the very best. But if he is asked at one of the
obstacles and required to make up for falling short of performing it during
his lifetime, if he did not offer an act of righteousness to make up for that

shortcoming, and if he is not saved through mercy from Allah Almighty that
rescues him from that obstacle, his feet will slip in that area and he will fall
from it into the abyss and into Hell, we seek refuge with Allah against this.
All these obstacles are on the Sirat. One of them is called the wilayat
(mastership of or loyalty to the Imams from among the Ahl al-Bayt (¢ )): All
people will be stopped at it and asked about the wilayat of the Commander
of the Faithful Ali ibn Abu Talib and the Pure Imams after him (g ). If one
was observing this wilayat, adhering to it, he will pass this obstacle;
otherwise, he will fall into Hell. Allah Almighty has said

""But stop them, for they must be asked" (Qur'an, 37:24).
And the most important of these obstacles is the Mirsad:
"For your Lord is (as a Guardian) on a watch-tower™ (Qur'an, 89:14).

Allah Almighty says: "By My Honor and Greatness (do | swear) that no

oppression committed by an oppressor escapes My knowledge." Another
obstacle is called the kinship obstacle. Another is called amana, trust
(something entrusted for safe keep to someone), another is called salat,
prayer, and so on:

2 L Comd it Al aByy = bl g Y1 = @A e amyp SO

Each obligation - what is commanded and what is prohibitive - has an
obstacle at which the servant of Allah is stopped to answer about his

responsibility towards it."”
On p. 65, Vol. 8 of Bihar al-Anwar, we read the following:
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"So you would see people on the Sirat falling like scattered butterflies
while others are holding to it with their hands or feet or even with one foot
fearing they would fall down as the angels around them stand, call upon the
Almighty and plead to Him saying: 'O Clement Lord! Forgive these people,
overlook them through Your favor and generosity, let them safely pass on
the Path and cross it." Whoever passes the Path does so through wide mercy

from Allah and says, 'Praise to Allah and through a blessing from Allah that

good deeds are sealed and blessed actions grow, and | praise Allah Who

saved me from you through His favor and boon after | had lost all hope;
surely our Lord forgives the servants' [sinful] deeds, appreciative [of good
deeds]"."

On p. 410, Vol. 22 of the same reference, we are also told that the great
sahabi Abu Tharr al-Ghifari, Allah is pleased with him, has cited the

Messenger of Allah (_») saying:

"Kinship and trust are at both ends of the Path: Whoever maintains good

relations with his kinsfolk and returns the trust safely will pass over the
Path, for both ends of the Path shall protect him against falling into the

Fire." In another narrative, Imam al-Bagir (¢ ) said:
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"If one who severed his ties and betrayed the trust reaches the Path, his
good deeds will not avail him so long as both these characteristics were in
him, and they will cause him to fall into the Fire (of hell)."
May the Almighty have mercy on us in this life and the life to come and
enable us to keep our feet firm on His Straight Path and admit us into His

Paradise, Allahomma Ameen.
Good deeds that make the passage on the Sirat easy:

According to p. 639 of the book JL3| JLsY\ by Ibn Tawoos, one who

offers 21 rek'as after the sunset prayers in the eve of the first of the month of
Rajab in each rek'a of which he recites both Surat al-Hamd (Chapter 1) and
Surat at-Tawhid (Chapter 112), then he recites the tasleem after each couple
of prostrations will be protected by the Almighty, and his family, wealth and
children will be protected, too, and he will be granted security from the
torment in the grave. Moreover, he will pass over the Sirat without any
questioning like lightning.
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On p. 136 of Thawab al-A'mal, we are told that one who fasts six days

during the month of Rajab will be secure on the Day of Reckoning and will
pass over the Sirat without being asked any questions.
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Ibn Tawoos also narrates that one who performs ten rek'as during the
29th eve of the month of Sha'ban, reciting in each rek'a Surat al-Hamd once
and at-Takathur (Chapter 102) ten times, in addition to both Chapter 113
and Chapter 114 ten times each and Surat at-Tawhid (Chapter 112), he will
be granted by the Almighty rewards of those who exert their utmost in
learning the creed and in teaching it, making his scale of good deeds heavier
and easing for him to pass over the Sirat like lightning.
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On p. 102, Vol. 34 of Bihar al-Anwar, we are told that one who performs

the ziyara of Imam ar-Ridha (g ) despite his grave being so far, the Imam

will visit him at three places on the Judgment Day in order to save him from
their horrors, and one of these horrors is the Sirat.
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What will happen after all of these stages/stages? The answer is very
simple: One will be led either to eternal happiness in Paradise or to

damnation in hell. And surely Allah knows best.
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Conclusion

This Concludes the Phases or Stages of the Hereafter, And We Hope The
Reader has benefitted from this small book, small in size but great in
content.

Please pray that the Almighty enables the writer of these words to fulfill
his task in serving Islam and Muslims; may you, your family, relatives and
everyone who is near and dear to you be eternally blessed, Allahomma
Aameen.
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