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In the Name of Allah

The present book is a part of the invaluable legacy of
the martyr Avatofiah Dr. Beheshii. Despite its briefness.

it successfully presents the principles and the eutlines of

Islamic code of behaviour, The atrtractive
comprehensiveness of the book together with the need to
iltuminare the high station of that great Lilamic figure,
impetled the Islamic Propagation Organisation 1o
present a re-cdition of the work which was first published
by The Istamic Center aof Hamburg.

Islamic Propagation Qrganization
International Relations Dept.,
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INTRODUCTION
THE INTEREST IN ISLAM

Nowadays, a noticeable interest in Islam is being
shown in many parts of the world. Many Muslims wish
to know more about Islam and Non-Muslims wish to
learn more of it for the first time. They inquire about
the teachings of Islam, this great religion with mitlions
of followers, and its differentiation regarding other
religions. This interest is visible among the youth of the
West, especially in the many seminars held to study
[slam, alone and/or comparatively.

ISLAMIC CENTRE HAMBURG

The Islamic Centre of Hamburg is set up to intensify
this interest and to provide all interested people with
better possibilities to understand Islam. This may be
achieved by the publication of booklets in various
tanguages which will make available the teachings of
Islam to the inquiring minds of our time.

Therefore, we have decided to publish several
brochures about the main subjects of Islam. They will
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make, altogether, a comprehensive book about Islam,

The first issue s published in English, German,
Arabic, Turkish, and Persian. It contains a lecture
given on Islam by the Imam of «Islamic Centre
Hamburg» to the Epiphany Community Hamburg on
October 14, 1965 and to the students * Corps Rhenaniu
Hamburg on October 29, 1965,

This is the beginning and we hope to continue our
work with the help of God and the support of all those
who are interested in such a great purpose,

Hamburg, December 13, 1966 A. D., Ramazan 1,
1386, A H.

ISLAMIC CENTRE HAMBURG
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In the name of God, the Merciful, the Gracious

Ladies and gentlemen,

Let me greet first those who— Iree from arrogance
and prejudice-seek the truth, those who humble
themselves in its presence regardless of what the truth
may be, those who do not blindly oppose it when it
requires apprchension and when it ought to be
embraced, those who carefully and wisely investigate
each problem and having in good conscience evaluated
it follow nothing but the best.

Koran says:

wAnd thus preach joy to My servanis.

Those who lisien te the word and follow the
best of it. Those are the ones whom

Allah has guided and they are the wise people.»
Sura 39 verses 17—I18

You have invited me to talk to you about Islam
today. The actual reason seems to be that you have

heard of «Jslam» and thereby have been urged to seek .

further knowledge and lcarn of its truth, Let me give
you goad tidings: should you set out on this highway
with sincerity and thus follow it, the gateway of a true
understanding of Islam will be opened up to you and

6

wort sHall pursue svue course smoothly . Fshall atemp
in a short talk o esplain the cornerstone ol Ik
teachings and same ol its fundamental features. [ewaldl
be sour win to consider matters caretally and b vou
come awross anvthing vou would dike o understand
more thoroughly, do not besitate o set forth your
gquestions. The subject wili be much clarificd in the
process of guestion and answer. In order te banish ans
fineering restraint you may hase at guestion tme. Lol
me tell you that Tam as Keen to hear vou as you e it
the moment to hear me. May | inally add that whae |
may relate about Tslam is confined to the results of my
personal inquiries, and that T have not” relied upon
inherited helicls and dogmas or upon the deis ol othyer
thinkers.

1 have primarily relied upon the Ko which s the
sacred test ot oall Muslims, a0 book resealed o
Mohamned so Ut it o be available wo all menatall
Hires and is the most fundamental source ot
acquanntnee with oy A hook which ooy i of
capivs his been available to all peoples thiroughour the
centtivies. The gquestion results, i one van rely onoa
Better and more trastsorthy somree b gl adgiininted
with Islam,

I we are ol the opinion that Kerin can be considered
the most important Islamic senree, 1t does not mean
that other sources. Tor example ffadithistatements ar
actions ol the prophet. handed down 1o us) wre
absoluichy of no vatue. There is no doubt that a
remarkable portion ol Islamic teachings ought 1o be

7
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anderstoed by means ol these sources. But Hadith and
stnutlar sources are ooly valuable, ifthey report truly on
sLatements or actions of the Prophet Mohammad.
Doubtlul traditions are therefore ne acceptable source
to us. In order that the talse and doubtful traditions
exercise no disadvantageous influence on Islam. the
principles of this religion demand all traditions—
Hadith  cte-tirst to be compared with Koran, thus
climinating such relevant points which do not comply,
Theretore, everybods who wants to realize a true
investigation  of Islam and its  principles musi
consequently first thoroughty know Koran incach and
every respect and compare ciuch and every theme in
tradition, history and similar felds with sime,

Only One God

The cornerstone ol Isdlam is < Tauhid».  i.e.
maonoetheism. « Fauhid» means believing in but one God
and that existence in general— among other things the
order of nuture— is 2 manifestation of His grand
design. as well as turning 1o God in praver and
glorification. away from worshiping any ather.

The first article ol taithis:

«l.a itaha. itta-llah» — <1 testify that there is no God
but Allah.~ and the first step towards Islam:

cAshhada an ta iahea itla-tiaf» — <1 testify that there
is no God beside Allah. »

Not only my tongue but glso my heartandinner light
all proclaim that there is no other than the Creator of
the world who is worthy of adgration.

All the other teachings of Istam are founded upon
this and have their source here. Accordingly Islam
proclaimed monotheism 1o be the path to salvation.

«Qulu fa Hlaha illa- liah, tfTihur

«Say: There is no God but Allah, and thereby you
will attain salvation.

This means:
Say and act sincerely, and believe with all vour heart
that apart from the only Creator of the world there is

nothing worthy ot adoration and this shall be vour path
1o salvation.

Correct Knowledge of God
Istam has attached importance, more than anything
else, to the proper knowledge of God, free from any
aberration. It is chiefly here that Islam is outstanding,
Consequently, in the course of my talk which will have

10 be 4 basis For your future acquanitance with fslam, |
shall attend to this feature.

The Invisible God

The only God to Whom Islam invites everyone is

inaccessible to the senses. He is beyond the reach of

evesight nor is He open to touch.
Koran says in this respect:
«No vision can grasp Him
it His grasp is over alf vision.

T
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He iy above all comprehension yet Quniscent. »
Sura 6: verse 103
Fision does net penctrate hevond colowr und figure—
But CGod hay neither one nor the other. His glorv is bevoud
e reach af vision and other senses e general.

God Unlike Anything Else

We generally have a mental picture of things we
know. for example: Tower and fruit. hitl and dale, sun.
moon and stars and human beings as well, But what
about God? Can we also torm an imagine of Him?
Never!

Because our notions arc a result of our experiences,
or constructions oul of our experiences or ot analysis
carried on by our restless mind. yet having their roots in
things we have come to know through our senscs.

fn this respect Koran savs:

«Fhe Creator of the heavens and of the earth. He

s created pairs of vaurselves as well as pairs af

the animals— thereby He multiplies vou. Nothing is
like onte Him and He is the All-hearing, the Al
SOCTRE. »
Sura 42; verse 1t
Yes. God can he represented neither in form of a
painting nor a statuc. He can also not be imagined wilh
OUT SCHSCs.

10

God, The Omniscent, The Mighty

On various occasions, Koran mentions different and
absolute attributes for God:

«He is the Creator, the Omniscent, the All-

hearing, the All-secing, the All-guiding. the

Supporter, the Forbearer, the Amiable, the

Atways- forgiving, the Self-sufficient...

a God who knows our miost secret thoughts,
Listens to the prayers of all His servanis.
grants each and everyone his due;

a Gad who is nearer and more gracious 1o us than

any other being.»

Praise of God

Since man’s mind has more 1o do with relative ideas.
that is to say his ideas are of relative things, even in the
understanding of those of His attributes which the
Koran mentions, man is liable to goastray and fall into
crror. It is owing to this shortcoming of the human
mind that there are many verses in the Koran which
attribute to God purity from imperfections which have
their scat in the native deficiency of our thoughts.

Has God Any Children?

Among these crroneous ideas is the notion that God

11
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ltas children. There are people who believe that Jesus—
peace be with him— is the son of God. There have also
heen people and perhaps there still are, who fancy that
angels are God’'s daughters. In this respect the Holy
Koran says:

«.. and they falsely, having no knowledge,
attributed to Him sons and daughters. Praise and
glory ro Him!

He is far above whatever they attributed to Him.

The Creator of the heavens and the earth,

wherefrom could He have a child, when He has no
cOnsort?
And He has created cverything and knows
everything.
That is God, your Lovd! There is no God but He,
the Creator af all things. Then worship Him and He
is the Guardian of all things.»

Sura 6: verses 100- 103
«And they say: "Allah begot a son.
Praise and glory be to Him! Nay, to Him belongs
all that is in the heavens and on the earth,
everything renders worship to Him.»

Sura 2: verse 116

The Koran warns us against considering angels and
apostles as God's offspring. They are His hondsmen.
though admittedly eminent among them. But by no
means may they be considered as His children. Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Lot, Hud. Saleh, Ismael, Isaac.
Jacob, Shoaib, Moses Joshua, Enoch, John, Jesus.
Mohammed, and the other apostles are like us inso far

12

a~ they are men and God'’s servants. He has created
them as He has created others. Should those who sav
that Jesus is (God's son mean that God is a father as we
are to our children, then their characterisation of Him
is improper. Geod is elevated above such immature
tancies. On the other hand, if they mean something
different they should use a different notion to express
it, rather than the misleading term «Son of God »

The Danger of Comparison
(Anthropomorphism)

Using such expressions as «Son of God» always
involves the danger of the only God, to Whom nothing
is alike, appearing to men as a magnified human being
living beyond the clouds. This is the danger of
anthropomorphism which is a stumbling block on the
path of a correct acquaintance with God, deviating the
course of men’s thinking.

The unfounded and fanciful beliefs of many belicvers
and the weak objections made by many agnostics and
atheists are nearly entirely the result of these unfitting
ideas  whieh are in turn produced by the
uanthropomorphising imagination of man. Belicvers
create i their tancy something they call God and
worship this image. and unbelievers considering this
product find it an idea without any foundation and
thercupon reject to believe in His existence at all. But
trilv. both are in error. The only God to Whom Islam
invites all men to believe and to worship is netther this
noet that but far above such false images.

13
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[ is Tor these considerations that one of the primary
teachings of Islam is a total ahstinece from comparison
{anthropomorphism).

Islam and The Relation between God, Man and
The Universe

Islam considers 4 correct acquaintance with God ds
being refated to a proper understanding of man and
universe. According to its teachings the better our
knowledge of man’s nature and being the more perfect
our knowledge of God and the truer.

«Whoever knows himself knows His Lord.»

This also hotds true of creation in gencral. A better
understanding of the creatures is a real help towards
better understanding of God, the Creator. On the other
hand, any kind of deep-rooted error or unfounded
fancy about man and universe, particularly God'’s
relation to man, universe and to angels lcads to an
crroneous idea of God, the Maker becanse the
knowledge of cause and effect are intimately related'.

1¥The 911 verse of the 6ih sura ceads as lollows:
«They did not exteem Allah according 1o His value when they
vaied: * AMah has not sent auyihing dovn ti s, Sav. who then
hav semt Hhe book which Moses Brought as a fighi and guidanee
Sor ki, bt vou hove tade of it sfeets of paper which you
vhow whife vou conceal mch-
L aroup ol Jews who had dealings with the Meccards heard that i
messepger had arsen from amony the Koreish saving: "God has

14

There are many verses in Koran inviting man 10
reflect upon himsell and the universe in order to
acquire a better understanding ol God.

Thus two pertinent verses of Koran read as follows:
oIt the creation of the heavens ad the carih, aad i
the alternation of night and day. there are indecd
signs for men of understanding‘definite’ proofo»
«Wha think of Allah. standing. sitring and Iving
andd think about the creation of the heavensand the
earti...»

Sura 3: verses 190— 191.

reveated 1o me so that 1 may rise up against those who take partner~
unto Him. and to rise up against ignorance and oppression. | have
been ordained by Him 1o place within the reach of men the divine
truths. so that all may know God and the right way of life, pleasing
Mim. and ta deliver them from error. * Accepting the truth that
Mohammad was the prophet of God was for many reasons
unpalatable to those Jews.so thal they atlempted to sabolage the
progress and spread of Islam [rom many directions and gventually
decided to hight Islam. They employed various methods in their
struggle. One way was to cast doubl in the humble minds of the
Arabs. Among othr things. they said that il is impossible that God
should reveal His message 1o a man and it has not been known of
God that He has done so. In reply to this the Kovan savs: "What
about the book brought by Mases? From where did itcome to him’
[s it not iwrue that cxactly like the Koran il was sent down as @
revelation on one wha had been chosen for prophecy. so thathe i
guide men. Verily. Moses 100 was 4 man to whoma Holy Book had
been revealed as well, and that illusory cluim- "God never sent @
revelation to man’ - is based on ignorance.

The tinwise claim by the Jews was dircetly related Lo the problem of
the revelation. but Koran has considered it as a result of their wrong
conception of Ged.

15
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It is casy to deduce from these verses the close
correlation:
Recognition of God/ cognition of man and untverse.

Man And Universe

RECOGNIZE YOURSELF!
Islamic teachings say:

« Oh man! O you, who from time to time forgeis his
noble station bowing down in fear to sun, moon,
stars, mountain and wind, and in whose sight they
appear so great and powerful! O you, whose mind
and soul have been conquered by the majesty and
grandeur of the rich and mighty gaping at them in
awe, taking them to be divine gods. wershiping
them in humility and enslaving yourself to them!

Wake up from your decp sieep! No earthly or
heavenly thing has ascendancy over you! You have
not recognised vour worth and have cast yourself
for no price at their feet! Arise! Learn of your
strength with which God has endowed vou and
employ your faculties rightly! If you attend to
God s bidding, you will see that you ave neither as
fittle nor those as great as you fancy.

Dominating Nature

Islam has openly proclaimed that man’s true worth

16

lics in the measure he has conquered nature and tamed
i
The 20th verse of the 31st sura reads as (olows
ofHave vou not yeen that Allah has subjecied 1o
vourfuse) evervihing, aff things in the heavens and
on the eqrth aid has made His bounties flon ta vou
in exceeding measure, (hoth} seen and winseen’...

Moreover verses 32— 34 of the 1Mih sura have ihe
Sfollowing wording:

«ft is Allah who has created the heavems and the
earth, sent down water from the sky, brought mut
fiuits therewith to feed youirendered ships to your
service thar they mav sail through the sed
according to His will and He subjected streams and
rivers to rou.»

wdnd He has subjected sun and moon to vou. hoth
deligently pursuing their conrses. And the duv wid
the night has He subjected to you and He has given
vou of all that ve ask for. And if you count the
favours of Aliah, youwon't be able to number them.
Verily, man is unjust and ungraieful. »

These verses and many others point 1o the possibility
of man to dominate nature. Fourteen centuries ago
man had pr.ogresscd only so tar as 1o control sheep and
cattle. camel and elephant. He had learnt to use their
milk and meat and hide. ride them or bear his cargoon
their backs. He had learnt to conquer somehow the
restless sea, ride its bilows in smalt or large vessels and
cross the seas with his merchandise. He had also tearnt
to harness turbulent rivers and by building dams or

17




channething oft their angry waters drive them to serene
orehards and fields.

But did man always hase contral of such thingy!
There was @ time when awen “uch palirey things s
bevond his reach. On the contrary, fearing all or some
i of them. he cauld not muster courage o face them. I

the course ol lime he cume 10 learn that he had no

reason to lear them and casting off his irrational fear.
his inner faculties opened up and in the light of labour
and thought, he conquered and came Lo master them.
Now the Koran inspires man 1o consider his arca of
! influence wider Lot man know that day and night. the
sun. moon and stars and in a word Natuse in all its
majesty is awaiting his congquest, on condition that he
- does justice to himself and docs not give in to ignorance
and lust. on condition that he does not strike the wrong

path but chooses the straight road which God has set

before him and that he e not thankless to his Creator.

| Man And God
! RECOGNIZE YOURSELF ONCE AGAIN!
i Although Islam inspires  man with the fre of

gt conquest, it Warns him at the same time:

«Oh man, let not Your fecling of increasing
strength lead (o vanity, the other exiremity of the
middle way!

Once again consider vourself how. despite your
might, you are like a bubble viding the seas. Trwill

18
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not be long before you lose your youth and
freshness, your will 1o work and pmvc:r to think.
Despite your search for strengtht through art and
science. fromt time to time you still suffer itlness
and weakness or old age and uselessness, so that
you cannot drive away a mite from yourself. Do
you know to what this change poinis? If points to
the fact that though We spoke of your high station,
you are part of the universe in which nothing onwes
its life 1o itself nor s anything init everiasting, and
evervihing in it is a ray of God the only lasting
thing, independent of all else. .

Hence, never banish from your soul'the thaught of
Him. on Whom vou depend for your life and your
very existence. Muke your bond with Him secure
and attempt 1o get closer to Him.

Approaching God

How can we draw near to God?

God's perfection and existence know no bounds
while the existence of all other beings, however, 15.
relative.

The relative beings of our universc are on the path of
evolulion‘ and through their inner light seek perfection.
Seeking perfection is to search for God. The more one
acquires relative perfection, the nearer he gets to God,
the Absolutely Perfect.

Man is also one af those beings who of their inner

19
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light seek perfection, but however hard he may try he
cannot cast off his relativity, He can but keep on the
path and increase his measure of perfection and thus
approach God, the Absolutely Perfect. _

This is the true meaning of approaching God in
Islam, _

According to the teachings of Islam any act of
worship and in general may be considered as a means
of approaching God only if it helps man on his path to
perfection or maintains the development he has already

attained.

Prayer
God is available to all men, at all times, in all places.
Anyone may turn towards Him and seek His help.
Verse 186, sura 2 reads as follows:
«And when My servants ask thee concerning Me: 1
am indeed close <o them . respond 1o the prayer
of cvery petitioner, when he calls on Me.»
The basic condition of prayer is that man turn o
God in all sincerity. 1tisoniy then that God will answer
his praver. regardless of time and place and needless of

INLCTCESSLON.

Sin, Repentance, And Remission
Sinners may also turn away from sin at any time and
place and take the path of goodness and expect God's

20

_f‘.

mercy and they need nothing and notody else to have
TECourse (o,
In this respect Koran says:
«Say: ‘Oh, My servants who have (ransgressed
against themselves! Despair not of the mercy of
Allah. Allah forgives all sins— He is oft forgiving,
most merciful. »

«Turn ye to your Lord {in repentance) and bow to
His will, before the punishment comes on you, and
ve shall not be helped any more.»

Sura 39: verses 53— 34,

God And Universe

The universe and all it contains is a creation of God.
The laws governing the universe,including the laws of
nature, are God's laws and the ways and habits,
ordained by Him. Among the verses of the Koran we
find that events generally attributed to nature (and
from one point of view this is true) are considered as
God's work Verse 32, sura 14 says in this respect:

It is Allah Whao has created the heavens and the
earth. sent down water from the sky, brought ot
fruits therewith to feed you, rendered ships to vour
service that thev may sail through the sea
according to His will and He subjected streams qud
rivers 1o you.»

Such verses teach us that according to the [slamic
notion the natural order is not in opposition to God
and His laws. Rather, it is rcgarded as part of creation

21
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and God's divine order.  Hence. belief n God and
His infinite power does not imply an attitude ot
disregard towards nature. Neither should man's belief
in God’s infinite power resultin holding him back from
its scientific understanding or practical acceptance of
nature nor Should concern with nature result in &
disbelict in God. The scientific knowledge of a believer
in God is similar to the scientific knowledge of a
disbeliever, both in theory and in practice. In
understanding nature and harnessing its forces they
both proceed Hand in hand. They differ only in so far
that the man of science believing in God does not
imprison himse!f within the bounds of nature although
he is engaged in scientific research and technical
application. For him nature is a mirror in which he sees
Gad. its Creator. The disbelieving man of science on
the other hand is so engrossed with nature that he
cannol penetrate its vell and reach bevond it to its
Creator.

Miracles

Even believing in miracles does not aftect the work of
a Muslim scientist, because they, arc extremely rare
occurring in keeping with their particular order only
when necessary. Fhe ratio of these events 1o natural
ones is less than even one in a billion and it 1s an
accepted principle in the methadology that such
exceptions do not affect the value of a scientific law or
its technical application. Therefore, belief in miracles
does not imply a rejection of nature and vice versa.

22

Servants Of God

Nature and 1t numerous active elements serve God.
The staggering order ol nature 15 an emanation of
God's will. All natural phenomena, resuits of causes.
actions and reactions ol a matenial and natural kind are
at the same time a ray of Gods omuiputence.
vnniselenee and His divine will because natural causes
are at God~ o wmntand eternally,

Endless Universe
Verses from the Koran openly proclaim that the
world in which we live is endless.
~If vou count God's blessings, vou shall never
numher them. »
Sura t6: verse 18
_ Further, God is incessantly i the act of creation,
mncreasmg creation as He wills.
«He increases in the creation ays Hewill, Aflah has
power over all things.»
Sura 35: verse |
‘ I'herefore, man’s progress in science and technology
w1t_h an eye to using the limitless resources of the
universe can never come (o a halt and the door of work
and endeavour will always be left open.

Fate And Free Will

The teaching of Islam concerning free will,
predestination and immeortality lays great stress on

23
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strenpthening man’s will 1o work and try correct!y
against a background of correct thinking. using up his
pmense capacity for knowledge. correct dgement
Jnd mitatine which God had endowed in him. on the
ane hand and increase s capacity of endurance and
resistance  against  difficolties and tribulations.
pormally occurring in life on the other hand. Such
eachimgs are opposed to all manner of indofence. and
fatalism when man is Faced with patural and social
dilTicultes. and trowns upon those who are not robust
and possess o selt-assurance when faced with the

bitter Tacts of lite.

Islam, Modern Science, And Technology

From what has already been discussed il is guite
clear that Islam is not onty not opposed to scientific
and technological progress, on the contrary, it
encourages it, laving stress only on two points:

1. Scientific, technological and social progress shall
not result in man  waxing proud and thereby
disregarding his Creator.

2. This endeavour and progress shall be utilized to
better the condition of men and never be used in
propagating sin or 1o buttress the foundations of

cruclty and oppression.

Prophecy
Man's thought soars above the clouds in problem~

24

concerning nature and he can expect increasing
progress of his faculties, [t s precisely for this reason

[A T 4, - ‘
that (1od§ messengers have had no special functions
the re. But in order to solve problems bevond the realm
ol mature, and to gam an insight into the after Life and
r}1a1n 5 }lltlmatc goal, he 1s sorelv n need of guidance
rom God. )

The succour Gad gives men and the guidance Tle
sends down upon them is through men to whom he
makes revelation, ordaining them to guide their fellows
and to teach men what has been revealed to them. They
are the prophets. '

.Thc_ Ecachlngs of the prophets are neither the result of
»_ucnllllc research nor that of personal experience. but
God’s ‘%czlchmgs which are sent down to them through
revelation. i

«And He does not speak out of caprice. 1t ishought
bt .a revelwiion rovealed, taught him by oone
terrible in poveer.» '

Sura 53: verses 3-8

Right Estimation of The Prophets

The Koran from time to ume reminds us that the
p.ruphct.k are men in their substance and .o+ are
distinet trom others owing to (heirshality to receive and
pass on revelations in order to lead men. In olher
aspects they do not ditfer trom other human beings
Exactly like others, they are born, eat, drink. »ici-.l;
procreate, rear children. and live thewr span of lite. and

25



Presented by Ziaraat.Com

then pass away.
The Koran savs ol Mohaminad:
«Sav, T @ only @ mean the like of vou, itis revealed
to me that vour God is the only God, so whaever, he
hopes _!'r;r" encounter with hiv Lord, .s‘_hrh:'." work
righteousness, and in the worship of his Lord
adimit no one as His purtner.»
Sura 1% verse 110
Islamic teaching concerning all messengers of God.
among them Adam, Noah. Abraham. Moscs.and‘_lesus
1% thchsamc. They are all men raised 10 the stanonlof
prophecey and their only distinction is that they receive
Ciod's revelations to hand over to their fellowmen,

Miracles by Prophets

Koran speaks, too, of miracles worked by the
prophets. but in many verses itis st.resscd that to work
miracles is not left at their discretion.

Fhey do not posses an extra faculty to those we own,
s working miracles on request.

Those apposed to Islam constantls rcquc.x'.lcd
mnacles from the Prophet. They would say that it he
as trady @ proaphet of God he ought o be able T do
extraordina things without furtherado. The Prophet
would reply: «[tis notleft tome o perform miracies at
YOULE Caprice.»
 The miracles yvou have heard ol God's pmphc?.\l are
God's works pertormed exeeptionally when conditons
have remdos o them neevssary, regardless ol the
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personal inclination of the prophet concerned.
Accordingly, miracles do not raisc a prophet above the
station of other men. S¢e Koran, sura 6, verse 109, sura
17. verses 90-93 and many other verses.

Science-Reason And Revelation

Before coming to know the prophets of Ged we have
only one source of knowledge, cxperiment and
thought, science and reason. Once we have known the
messcngers of God and got sure that they utter nothing
but from God we have gained a new source to realize
the truth. 1. e. the teachings of the prophets which
originate from the revelation. Man has no better
source of acquainting himself with God, the problems
of the hercafter and a way of life both pleasing his God
and resulting in eternal happiness.

Believing in And Honouring All Prophets

The Koran openly proclaims that Islam is not the
creed of Mohammad alone: it is the religion of all the
prophets of God. Because Islam, which means
surrendering to the truth, is accepting the teachings of
God, acquaintance with God and obeving Him and
being aware of selfishness and bias in these matters.
Accordingly Islam is not only the creed of the prophets
but it is the religion of men seeking the truth. This is
why Muslims respect all prophets, and their scriptures,
and believe in them.

«The messenger believes in what was sent down 1o
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hint from his lord,

and the believers; each one believes in God and His
angels and in His books and His messengers {and
savs): "we make no distinction hetween any one of
His Messengers: and they say: 'We hear and obey.
Our Lord, grant us Thy forgiveness; unto Thee is
the homecoming.»

Koran, Sura 2; verse 285

Deviation

The teachings of the messengers of God werc
gradually tainted by impurc hands and various
superstitions introduced. Matters would go so far that
even qualified scholars were not able to distinguish the
true teachings of the prophets after hard labour and
scholarship because those ignorant friends as well as
foes with ill intentions had tamperced with the sources
of religion and even with the divine scriptures. Under
such conditions the only remedy was to send a new
prophet to whom revelation would be made again and
thus the divine truths would be made available anew.
The Koran has in the course of relating the stories of
most prophets explained this point.

Mohammad And The Koran

This state of affairs was renewed in the seventh
century. If anvone sincerely sought after the teachings

of Abraham, Moses and Jesus or the other prophets of

God. it was no longer possible for him to attain to the
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truth, because therc was no reliable source at hand.
Neither the Pentateuch had a clever history nor the
Gospels or the teachings of the other prophets. These
books had been tampered with and this had rendered
them valueless. At this time Mohammad was raised by
God 10 accept His revelations and hand them over to
mankind. :

According to the unguestionable evidence of history,
the verses of the Koran which Mohammad as prophet
de‘.!ivcrcd from God had an entirely new and
miraculous styvle which was inimitable, “This feature
was effective in guarding the Koran from alteration.
Moreover, these verses, named the Koran, were made
available to everybody and spread rapidly. This rapid
spreading of Koran during 1334 vears since the death of
Mohammad has also protected the Koran from all the
causes of alteration and tamperins, It is today available
as it was revealed fourtecn centuries ago, without the
slightest difference in its innumerable copies. Having
such a source book of high authority is a distinction of
Islam not shared by any other religion, making it
possible for anyone at any time and place to
understand it directlty and immediately .protecing
himself from any error in its understanding,

The Afterlife

Qne of the teachings of the prophets is that man's
existence does not cease with death. Death is only the
end of the period of man’s struggle and endeavour.
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During this period he has to find out for himsell with
his own judgement the right path [rom the wrong and
decide upon his course. He finds bis conditions during
this period in a state of flux and sceks to preserve it. if
good, and to alter it for the better, if bad. With the
advent of death. change gives way to cternity. From
then onwards his state is unalterable; it will be what he
has made of it in his period of evaluation and
endeavour and the afterlife is where he achieves the
fruit of his struggle during the previous period. This is
Islamic teaching about life and death and the hereafter.
«On that day shall men be scattered and see their
works. and who has done an atom weight of good
shall see it. and who has done an atom weight of
evil shall see i1.» .
Koran, sura 99: verses 6-8

Paradise And Hell

What is paradise? It is the eternal fiome of the
blessed and the blissful and of peace a home which the
righteous have prepared for themselves during their
lifetime by honesty and sincerity and God: pleasing
endeavour. ' g

What is hell? The abode of eternal pain and
punishment which evildoers have built for themselves
by taking the wrong path, doing evil and oppression
and spreading wrong doing.
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Other Teachings of 1slam

\\"h.l;n has been smd heretotore are the buasic
IICilt.‘hing.\; of Islam. Islam bas alot of detailed teachings
in o_lhcr Nelds, On the one hand they depend on lhcﬁt;
l_)il.‘;l.t‘ reachings and on the other hand on indi\'idu;;l
family and social needs of meo spirituatly as well il‘;
physically, ' -

Prayer, fasting, the Hajj pilgrimage, struggle and
cm.lczi\'c)ur in making known God's rcliei[)n and
relicving His servants from oppression. \i:pCI'\-'isixlg
government. attempting to establish a just and tru;'
SOCIEIIJ and cconomic order. Tove of Tellow-men and
helping the needy and helpless. orphans and the poor
lrulh and honestv. punty and a constant effort in.
attaining physical and spivitual hagiene form some
aspeets of this waching.

Their detailed description cannot be expected in one
or (v o shortalks, hope by means of numerous tilks
or printed information about sim, which we will
place at your disposal, you will get acquainted with
then.
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